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Let’s not take our cathedrals for granted

By the Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in
St Albans, Herts, and a former communications director for the C of E.

1 US Vice-President JD Vance may have criticised an art installation at Can-
 terbury Cathedral — but a new report shows that the Church of England’s
| cathedrals are its most popular places of worship. They are also vital cen-
I tres of community, arts and music and are major tourist attractions. But
lthe latest research shows that many of the historic buildings are facing ma-
|]or financial challenges.

| Religion think-tank Theos has published a detailed report looking at the
'role of cathedrals in modern England. The report, ‘Living Stones: English
! Cathedrals as Sacred Spaces in Changing Times,’ revealed that more than
.three -quarters (77 per cent) of adults in England had visited a cathedral at

 least once in the past three years.

IThe research showed that “Cathedrals reach beyond regular churchgoers.
|A majority of those with no religious affiliation have visited a cathedral in
i the last three years, and many enjoy worship, music, prayer or stillness

, while doing so.” Other research confirms that cathedrals have significant
| economic benefits, generating around £235 million of additional expendi-
I ture in their local communities a year, creating more than 6,000 jobs and
! mobilising 13,000 volunteers.

. Yet the Theos research also points out that four out of five of the cathe-
1 drals operate ‘in structural deficit’ with no guaranteed national funding for
! their core functions.

i In recent years, cathedrals have attracted criticism for activities aimed at

1 drawing new visitors into their buildings. Last autumn, |D Vance criticised
1an art installation at Canterbury Cathedral, saying that the graffiti-style art-
t works had made “a beautiful historical building really ugly.”

! Cont’d on next page |



ICon’td from previous page
1 Other cathedrals have prompted complaints after installing a temporary

 fairground ‘helter-skelter’ inside the building or hosting silent discos.
1

[}

| Research from the Bible Society has shown that one of the top three

I places for people with no religion, or non-practising Christians to encoun-
1

ter the Bible was while sightseeing in a cathedral or church.

1

1 But one of the Theos report’s main findings highlights the growing gap

| “between the scale of public benefit cathedrals provide and the level of

1 . . . . ”
| recognition, understanding and support they receive.

1 . . .
1 The report concludes that, to survive and thrive, cathedrals need sustaina-

1 ble investment from funders that recognise the cathedrals’ public benefits.
It also encourages visitors and local community members to consider
| joining a ‘friends’ scheme or making a regular donation.

Cobham Choir Summer Concert
Despite the extreme heat of Saturday | I July, me and my mother-in-law
made our way to Cobham Church, stopping only once as we scaled the in-
cline up to the entrance. With our tickets in hand (purchased from Mary at
Cobham stores a few days earlier) we entered the cool air of our beautiful
Church of St Mary Magdalene. Full of anticipation for the songs of the six-
ties and seventies we positioned ourselves on the back pew, thankfully,
complete with its long comfy cushion.
At 4pm the choir arranged themselves on the steps in front of us, the
church was full, so a little shuffling was required by some of the audience to
get a good view.

| often include adverts for Cobham Choir concerts in the magazine; howev-
er, this was my first time attending and | am sure it will not be my last. As
the singing started the church was full of sweet harmonising voices accom-
panied by piano, sax and drums. As the choir got into full voice with their
rendition of some of the last century’s most memorable tunes, | could see
many heads bobbing along in time with the song, | even had a little shoulder
shimmy myself!

It was a lovely way to spend the afternoon; the organisation of the event
was excellent with refreshments set up for the interval and an opportunity
for people to catch up with neighbours and friends.

Thank you to Cobham Choir and team. Tina
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Cobham
Gardeners'

Society

Our next event is the Autumn Show & Plant Sale which is to be held at The
Meadow Rooms on Saturday 12" September 2026 from 2pm to 3.30pm.
Members will exhibit their home-grown flowers, vegetables, and preserves.
Non-members are welcome free of charge to view the exhibits between
2pm and 3.30pm. Plants plus tea, coffee and homemade cake will be on sale.

This will be closely followed by our last talk for 2026 “Behind The Scenes At

Kew Gardens” by Dr John Hughes on Wednesday 14" October at The
Meadow Rooms 6.30pm for 7pm.

For further information email cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk

In your own garden, the RHS recommended Top 10 jobs for

August are -

Prune Wisteria
Don’t delay summer pruning restricted fruits
Deadhead flowering plants regularly
Watering! - particularly containers, and new plants, preferably with
grey recycled water or stored rainwater
Collect seed from favourite plants
Harvest sweetcorn and other vegetables as they become ready
Continue cutting out old fruited canes on raspberries
Lift and pot up rooted strawberry runners
Keep ponds and water features topped up
0  Feed the soil with green manures

AwWwpN —
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If you would like to become a member of Cobham Gardeners’ Society, It’s
only a modest £10 for the year — money you get back from free entry into
all Gardeners’ expert speaker talks and massive savings of up to 50% on
quality plants at local garden centres. For further details of all Gardeners’
activities contact cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk
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Meetings & Shows at the Meadow Room in Dickensian Cobham, Kent
SatNav DA123BZ Registered Charity No 228007

Saturday 12th September 2026 - 2:00-3:30pm
Cobham Gardeners’ Society

Autumn Show
& Plant Sale

Gardening Tips *Adult & Junior Show Categories
Flowers, Vegetables, Preserves & Photographic
Tea, coffee & home made cake on sale

Free Entry. Extra car parking Cobham Cricket Club

, f Sharing a love Of gardening |OCa||y!
A\

cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk




Come and join us for a summer luncheon of assorted sandwiches,
delicious cake and tea/coffee all for just £5 per person.

A warm welcome is awaiting you and we look forward
to seeing you in St Mary’s Church Room
On the 3rd Thursday of each month 12-2pm.

Y
ET{EA&S""‘ Local Funding Group ‘24

COFFEE MORNING
ST MARY’S CHURCH ROOM
2ND THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH at 10.30am

Meet old Friends and make new Friends

THE TUESDAY POP IN

Meetings are held at the Leather Bottle on the second
Tuesday of the month from 10.30 till 12 noon;

all are welcome to join us for a relaxed chat and coffee.
Next pop-in | Ith August

CONTACT: MARY PALMER—01474816788




Gompiete VZ Law

Complete Family Law is a modern and innovative law firm
based in Brasted. We can offer appointments at our office,
via remote methods including Zoom/telephone, with home

visits also available in Cobham and surrounding areas by

prior appointment.

With our friendly team of expert Solicitors and Legal
Executives, Complete Family Law can assist with:
* Divorce
* Wills and Probate
* Financial Applications
e Children Issues and Applications
* Disputes between unmarried couples

» Family Law Act Applications (Injunctions)

* Disputes within the wider family

o Lasting Powers of Attorney

All enquiries welcome on 0330 223 2016

info@completefamilylawltd.co.uk
www.completefamilylawltd.co.uk
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Thursday Fellowship.
In August we have our annual Garden Party. We will have a raffle and
Bring and Buy Stall. Please do come along as this is our only fund-raising
event in the year.
Some friends in the parish invite us to their garden in
Harvel and it is on Thursday 20" August at 2.30.p.m.
If you would like to join us, please contact me on 01474
812706, and we'll be sure to have Afternoon Tea for everyone.
Jennifer

MONDAY CLUB—Sole Street
The Monday Club meets every week at St Mary’s Church Room, Manor
Road, Sole Street, Cobham from 1.30pm to 3.30pm. It is a small club for
the retired and semi- retired. We have a very varied programme of
Speakers, Choirs etc with Social Afternoons — tea, biscuits games etc.
We also arrange outings to places of interest and afternoon teas.
New Members are made very welcome.

i National Allotment Week - 10 to 16* August

i If you like allotments, then this week is for you.

l It raises awareness of the very practical good that renting an allotment can do,

| in both providing space to grow your own food, but also in encouraging more

| connectedness with your immediate community.

| This year the theme is ‘Grow to Learn — Lifelong Lessons from the Allotment’.

IThIS highlights how time on the plot acts as a living classroom, teaching vital life

1 skills such as resilience, patience, and creative problem-solving.

| The National Allotment Society began in 1901, with the formation of the Agri-

! cultural Organisation Society. It grew rapidly, until by the time of WW2, from

! I9.39 to 1945 there were |.4 million plots supporting the ‘Dig for Victory’ cam-

1 paign.

1 Nowadays there are about 330,000 allotment plots across the UK, managed by

' hundreds of different local councils and independent societies. The average

1rent is about £45 a year for a standard 5-pole plot (125 sq. metres).

: If you want an allotment, you will have to wait. Demand for plots is currently at
1 an all-time high, making the average wait 37 months. London is averaging 69

l months, while in Islington, some people have been on the list for more than a

| decade.

: The best crops for first-time allotmenteers? You might want to

| try potatoes, onions, garlic, runner beans, courgettes, carrots,

! salad leaves, beetroot or strawberries.




Prestige Property Maintenance
Old fashioned standards of customer service and a
high quality craftsman finish to all work undertaken

* Repairs and renovations, internal and external

* Painting, decorating and tiling

¢ Shelving and cupboards made to measure
*  Furniture and fitted kitchen repairs and restorations
¢ Gardening, fencing, paths and patios

No job too small - References available on request

Contact Kevin by telephone or email to arrange a visit to discuss your requirements

Telephone: 07765 405641 Email: prestigemaintenance@outlook.com

THE MEADOW ROOM
COBHAM
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
Contact us or visit the website for
full details
www.meadowroom.org.uk

Hire rates start from £36.00 for a 3.5
hour session.

Phone number 01474814879
Email -

meadowroombookings@gmail.com

Discount for parish residents

Registered Charity No 228007

St Mary's Church
Room
Sole Street

Recently refurbished and
fully accessible.

Now Available for hire
£12.00 per hour for local
residents /£15 for
everyone else.

For further details contact
Lynn Ruddock
07928 700490

10



mailto:meadowroombookings@gmail.com

Sole Street W.I

Our ‘Cream Tea & Cakes Galore,” event on 20th June at St Mary’s Church
Room was a great success. It was lovely to see a steady stream of people
from across the village coming together to support the event, enjoy deli-
cious refreshments and reconnect with friends and neighbours.

We were especially delighted to welcome some of
the new families who have recently moved to Sole
Street, giving us the opportunity to introduce them
to our community.
The glorious sunshine meant we were able to
make full use of the outdoor seating area, which
provided the perfect setting for a relaxing after-
@9, noon of tea, cake and conversation.
~ 7 A heartfelt thank you to all who attended our
event, baked, served & cleared up.

On 23rd June, we welcomed Jillian Eagleton for an inspiring talk, ‘Follow
Your Soul and Dress Yourself Happy.” Jillian introduced us to the fascinating
world of fashion psychology, exploring how our clothing choices can in-
fluence our confidence and wellbeing. She explored how colour changes
our mood & lifts our spirits, while sharing practical tips on seasonal col-
ours and creating a capsule wardrobe. An uplifting evening that encour-
aged us all to embrace our own style and maybe look at our wardrobes
when we are at home.

Diary dates:

28.7.26 ~ 7.30pm Top tips for Flower Arranging with Susan Shaw
25.8.26 ~ I|pm Garden Meeting in Kathy’s Garden

For further information about our meetings, walking group or craft
sessions, please email: solestreet@wkfwi.org.uk

Jayne Holden
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Lewis Solomon g
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Funcral Service G

The oldest independently owned and family run
funeral directors in Gravesend and surrounding towns

Especially for the first time, any time of the day or night vou can talk to us
We will attend to evervthing, we can provide for all of vour requirements
We have a private chapel of rest and can provide a fleet of Hearses and
Limousines to compliment a dignified occasion

19 DARNLEY ROAD, GRAVESEND, KENT, DA11 ORZ

24 howr personal service
parking available on site 0 1 474 3 5 22 6 1

besproke funeral plans
Email: officefcilewissolomon.co.uk
www.lewissolomon.co.uk

O O]
=

®
GULLANDS

e —
SOLICITORS

Agricultural and Farming Law Commercial Property
Farm Sales and Purchases Construction Law
Conveyancing Landlord and Tenant
Divorce and Family Dispute Resolution
Employment Law Company and Commercial Law
Wills, Estates and Tax Planning Health & Safety Prosecutions
Accident Claims Business Defence
’ Medical Negligence Licensing
Criminal Law Notarial Services

Road Traffic Offences  info@gullands.com www.gullands.com

Whitehall Place | 47 The Terrace | Gravesend | Kent | DAI12 2DL | 01474 887688
16 Mill Street | Maidstone | Kent | MEIS5 6XT | 01622 689700
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Cobham Church

Burial of ashes

Bernard William Albert GLENISTER died on the 15" July 2018 at the age
of 83 years old. Bernard was cremated on the 31 July 2018 at Thames
View Crematorium. Bernard’s wife Pamela GLENISTER died on the 22"
October 2023 at the age of 86 years old. Pamela was cremated at Surrey
and Sussex Crematorium.

On the 27 June 2026 Bernard and Pamela’s ashes were buried in Cob-
ham’s Garden of Remembrance. Mrs Alison HARDING (Licensed Lay Min-
ister from Ash and Ridley) conducted the service. Our condolences and
prayers go to their daughters Karen, Michelle, Victoria and their

families.

The funeral of Adrian Guy Chapman who was born on the 22" November
1946 and died on the 18" May 2026 at the age of 79 years old. The service
took place on the 23™ June 2026 at Thames View Crematorium. The ser-
vice was conducted by Theresa Sheridan (Minister in training from Minster
Road Baptist Church). Our condolences and prayers go to

Adrian’s wife Kathy, son Philip, daughter Joanna and their families.

Dates for your Diary
The dates for the Cobham Parish Council meetings are:
Tuesday 8th September St Mary's Church Room at 7.30pm
Tuesday 6th October Meadow Rooms at 7.30pm
Tuesday 3rd November St Mary's Church Room at 7.30pm
Tuesday |st December Meadow Rooms at 7.30pm

The dates for the Luddesdown Parish Council meetings are:
Monday 21st September Luddesdown Village Hall

Monday |6th November Luddesdown Village Hall

All meetings start at 7.30pm
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CAPABLE

— CLEANERS —

Professional Domestic Cleaning

Services
Are you a busy mum?

Working long hours?
Just need extra help?
Give us a call for reliable
DBS checked staff and

fully insured service!
07545 455742
sophie@capablecleaners.co.uk

www.capablecleaners.co.uk

P British O o
Acupuncture YV
Council Member

LUDDESDOWN
VILLAGE HALL

The hire charges are as follows:
from £40 per session (please visit

our website for full details)
Concessions for
parishioners

and members of

LUDDESDOWN SOCIETY

For bookings and enquiries please
contact:
Colin Dickens 07460 242304 or

email lvhbooking@gmail.com
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BELL RINGING by Peter Hartley

On Trinity Sunday at Meopham Church along with Martin Davie and the
Meopham band of ringers we ensured all 8 bells sounded to wish Alyson
Davie a happy retirement as she took her last service at the conclusion of
38 years of ordained ministry.

On The King’s Official Birthday the Rochester District of change ringers had
arranged a ringing day mainly in Surrey. We began at Thames Ditton ringing
their 6 bells which on 15" November 1948 had been rung by 3 men and 3
women in a full three hour peal to celebrate the birth of Prince Charles to
Princess Elizabeth.

Amidst the swirling traffic of Kingston upon Thames it is hard to imagine
seven Saxon Kings being crowned here. From the 12" century the large
church has been constantly refashioned. The 12 bells were a confusing chal-
lenge for this “Bear of Very Little Brain”. The cafe at the east end was ap-
preciated while in the nave chairs were being set out for a concert of opera
choruses. In the afternoon there were three 8 bell Victorian churches to
ring in. The coming of the railways had brought the people into Surrey. On
carnival day East Molesey in the church the chancel was a store room. The
body of the church was full of tables and chairs for the popular café services
and the youthful vicar was assembling a temporary pool for full immersion
baptism. After a ring it was onwards past the large Queen Elizabeth Il Reser-
voir to the 1887 church in Hersham with its 1901 bells.

The former royal residence of Claremont House is in the parish of Esher. A
donor for the building of the larger 1854 Esher parish church was Prince
Leopold of Saxe-Coburg, first King of the Belgians, who lived at Claremont
with his wife Princess Charlotte of Wales who died tragically in childbirth in
1817 along with their still-born son. Passing a fine memorial to Prince Leo-
pold, a favourite uncle of Queen Victoria, it was then a climb up the narrow
56 spiral steps to the ringing room for a final ring of the day.

A good day had been enjoyed ringing the bells in five parish churches.

The author Bijan Omrani, grandson of Yorkshire farmers, barrister, former
Eton master, currently research fellow at Exeter University and a Devon
churchwarden, in his book “God is an Englishman: Christianity and the Cre-
ation of England” touches on the significance of the mediaeval parish system,
each with a priest, a clerk and a church. Cont’d on page 16

15



Cont’d from P15

He also clearly and carefully reminds us of the treasured national heritage
of our Christian legacy “in arts and music, learning and law, kindness and
Kingliness, valour and values”.

In 2024 a Church of England Press Release reported Sunday church attend-
ance had dropped from 1.2 million in 1987 to 685,000 in 2023. Between
2000 and 2024 641 churches were closed and between 2016 and 2021 278
parishes were amalgamated. What of the future of the faith and the Church
and our national characteristics within our shared humanity?

For the moment we continue to ring our 400 year old Cobham bells in the
full-circle English style of change ringing rejoicing in a unique and cherished
legacy.

Meopham Library Writing Group

Meopham Library Writing Group meets again on Thursday 6™ August
2026 at 10am. If you are interested in writing you are very welcome to
join us at Meopham Library. Each month there is a different writing theme
such as “Technology”, which can be used as a starting point for a short
story, poem or an article. Creative writing is a very enjoyable activity
which can also be used to record special family memories as well as being
helpful for anyone facing difficult times.

Future meetings will be held on 3™ September, 1** October and 5 No-
vember. Please ring 01474 813379 for more information.

I** South Street Boys Brigade and Girls Association Company
The I** South Street Boys Brigade and Girls Association Company meets
every Friday evening from 6pm-7.30pm during term time, for boys and girls
aged 5-18 years, at South Street Baptist Church, Wrotham Road, Me-
opham, DA13 0Q]J(next to Hope Hill). There are no meetings in August, but
new members will be very welcome to join us for games, craft and Bible
stories in September.

Please ring 01474 815039 or 01474 813379 for more information or visit
www.southstreetbaptist.org.uk and www.BOYS-BRIGADE.org.uk
SONG TIME will meet again on Monday 14" September 9.45am-| lam for
families with babies and toddlers. There are no meetings during August.
South Street Baptist Church services all begin at 10.45am. Everyone is
welcome to join us for Cafe Church during August.
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To a Fish of the Brook

Enjoy thy stream, O harmless fish;

And when an angler for his dish,
Through gluttony’s vile sin,

Attempts, a wretch, to pull thee OUT
God give thee strength, O gentle trout,
To pull the rascal IN!

By John Wolcot (Peter Pindar) 1738 — 1839

“Quotes on Life in General”
Keeping up appearances is the most expensive thing in the world. - Anon

No army can withstand the strength of an idea whose time has come. -
Victor Hugo

The only thing worse than an alarm clock that goes off is one that
doesn’t. - Anon

Luxury: something you don’t really need and can’t do without. - Anon
Creditors have better memories than debtors. - Anon

Grandparents are similar to a piece of string - handy to have around and
easily wrapped around the fingers of their grandchildren. - Anon

Luddesdown & District Rights of Way Group.

We are a small friendly group that usually walks from The Cock Inn, Hen-
ley Street, Luddesdown, Gravesend DAI3 0XB, at | lam on Wednesdays.
We walk at a gentle pace for some 90 minutes in beautiful countryside.
Occasionally we lead weekend walks.

With four Socials a year in Luddesdown Village Hall and a twice yearly
Newsletter, we would be delighted if you joined us for a walk or two.
Becoming a member costs £7 per person a year. Please contact Walks
Co-ordinator Janet Ferguson, preferably at janetferguson@hotmail.fr . lan
Sheridan, Acting Chairman, 07951 927 517
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St John’s Meopham with St Mildred’s Nurstead
Church Services August 2026.

Sunday 2" August
09.45am All Age Worship and Baptism at St John’s

Sunday 9" August
09.45am Morning Worship at St John’s
10.30am Mattins at St Mildred’s

Sunday 16™ August
09.45am Morning Worship at St John’s

Sunday 23" August
09.45am Holy Communion at St John’s
I 1.30am Family Service at St Mildred’s

Sunday 30" August

Morning Worship and Baptism at St John’s
(for all four parishes)
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Cobham, Luddesdowne and Sole Street

Church Services during August 2026

Sunday 2™ August

10:30am Holy Communion, Luddesdowne

Sunday 9" August
10:30am Holy Communion (BCP), Cobham

Sunday 16™ August
10:30am Holy Communion, Luddesdowne

Sunday 23" August

10:30am Holy Communion, Cobham

Sunday 30" August

10:30am Morning Worship and Baptism, St John’s
Meopham
(for all four parishes)

Midweek services in Sole Street

St Mary’s Church Room, Informal Morning Prayer
9:30am - 12" and 26™ August
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/l '\)) HEDGE & FENCING

SPECIALIST

& ALL HEDGES AND SHRUBS TRIMMED, REDUCED AND REMOVED

& STUMP GRINDING SERVICE

© ALL STYLES OF FENCING SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED
© SLEEPERS AND DECKING SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED
& ALL STYLES OF GATES SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

TREE STUMP
REMOVAL
SERVICES

© REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER

O FREE ESTIMATES Q
CALL MATTHEW ON: OR EMAIL: #

07796 41 6607 mhlgurden.eure@yuhoo.eo.uk

OR 01732 822467

20




7 X 7 N
@ SMILE LINES @
N / N /

Whispers

A young curate lost his voice at the local football match one Saturday and,
being due to preach the next morning, he thought he should call in and
consult his vicar. So he rang the vicarage bell, and the door was answered
by a very attractive teenage daughter. “Is your dad here?” the curate
managed to whisper.

“No,” she whispered back, thinking she had got the message. “Come on
in!”

Nearly omnipotent

The curate was giving his young daughter a cuddle before she went to
bed. As he picked her up and hugged her tight, she said: “Daddy, you’re so
strong! | really think you’ll be God one day!”

Slow

A curate consistently arrived late for work until his long-suffering vicar
asked him what was wrong. “My problem,” explained the curate, “is that |
sleep very slowly.”

CHIROPODIST

HOME VISITING SERVICE
FOOT CARE AND ADVICE

IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

HCPC registered chiropodist/podiatrist with over 20
years’ experience
Anna Mapp MSSCh MBChA
01474 812494 or 07977 465452
anna.mapp773@gmail.com
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CELLAR}
DOOR

THE ART OF PAIRING CHEESE '3 p
L

Discover the perfect harmony between

wine and cheese with a tutored pairing i
experience, featuring three or five artisan
cheeses matched with our finest

Silverhand Estate wines

LAST THURSDAY EVENING OF EACH MONTH

7:00pm-9:30pm

Silverhand Estate Cellar Door, Luddesdown Rd,
Luddesdown, Gravesend, DAI3 OXE

Rq +44(0)330 122 5290 silverhandestate f silverhandestate

dy
L]

SILVERHAND
ESTATE

silverhandestate.com

The Lion
POP UP PUB

OPENING HOURS
Monday - Tuesday
12:00PM - 11:00PM
Friday - Saturday
12:00PM - 11:00PM
Wednesday - Thursday
12:00PM - 9:00PM

Sunday

12:00PM - 9:00PM

The Lion, Luddesdown Rd,
Luddesdown, Gravesend, DAI3 OXE

R, +44(013301225290 () thelionluddesdown  § The Lion Luddesdown

thelionluddesdown.com




13* August - Octavia Hill, Social Reformer and co-founder of

The National Trust
The urgent need for decent, affordable housing is a hot topic these days.

It was an even more urgent need in Victorian London, where the homes of
the poor were tiny, cold, damp, and infested with lice and vermin. Water
came from an outside pump, and filthy outside toilets were shared with sev-
eral dozen neighbours. Stoves were rare; most people ate cold meals. La-
bourers lived 22 years on average; more than half of all babies died before
their first birthday.

Into this festering mess of disease and misery came Octavia Hill in 1852. She
was determined to make a difference, and she did.

Octavia was well qualified for the job: though her family in Wisbech, Cam-
bridgeshire were comfortably off, they had a passionate interest in social
change. Her grandfather, Thomas Southwood Smith, was a national authori-
ty on sanitation and housing. Her father, a corn merchant and banker,
worked hard for prison reform. Her mother managed a Christian Socialist
co-operative in London, where the young Octavia met John Ruskin, and
other notable figures with a passion for social change.

Once in London, Octavia began her first job, that of teaching poor children
to make toys. It gave her grim first-hand experience of the horrors of life of
the very poor.

Ey 1856 Octavia was helping run classes for women at the Working Men’s
ollege in Great Ormond Street, and she and her sisters also started a
school for very poor children.

But what really grabbed Octavia’s compassionate heart was the housing cri-
sis. By 1864, with the help and advice of John Ruskin, she had launched a
business scheme for improving Victorian housin%in London. Gradually her
scheme and experience expanded, until a breakthrough came in 1884, when
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners handed her a large part of their portfolio
of properties to manage in Southwark. As the years went by, Octavia’s help
and advice were often sought in connection with promoting social reform

by legislation, though her heart was always in the voluntary sector.

It has been said of Octavia that her Christian faith made her seek “to make
life on earth as positive an experience as possible, particularly for the poor
and disadvantaged.”

But today Octavia is remembered most for something surprisingly different:

her joint initiative with Canon H D Rawnsley and Sir Robert Hunter in

founding the National Trust in 1895. It has become Britain’s leading charita-

Ele organisation for preserving historical buildings and places of natural
eauty.

Octavia’s national fame never affected her — she lived quietly with her sis-
ters in Marylebone Road until her death on 13" August 1912.

23



WentWart

PLUMBING & HEATING

07904 103484

info@wentworthplumbing-heating.co.uk

¢ Plumbing
¢ Heating
¢ Gas & LPG.

¢ Installation, Repair and servicing.
e Based locally in Sole Street, Cobham.

IT Solutions Kent Ltd
IT Support —
CCTV - Networking

0333 050 2446

support@itsk.co.uk

COBHAM TREE
SURGERY

All aspects of work undertaken
Tall & Dangerous Trees
Hedge trimming
£5 million Public liability insurance
Most waste organically recycled
Call for a free quotation:
07789261474

Stuart@cobhamtreesurgery.co.uk

WWW.COBHAMTREESURGERY.CO.UK
KCC TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
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North Kent Embroiderers

Recently we had another of our all day workshops for members to take part
in. This time it was led by Lynne, one of our own members and was based on
the technique of Kawandi quilting. This is a method that originated in India.
As you can see the quilt is made from irregular sized pieces. It is unusual in
that it is constructed from the outside edge working towards the centre,
stitching through all the layers in a square spiral. A piece of batting or wad-
ding is placed on top of the backing fabric and the edges of the backing are
folded over the batting to form a self binding base onto which the small piec-
es are stitched. Traditionally the batting was made by reusing layers of old
cotton fabric or saris so making this a very economical technique. The trick
is to be able to sew in a straight line using a simple running stitch. Depending
on the fabrics used, this can be very hard on the fingers as some of our
members found out! Lynne had advised us to bring a thimble.

The small pieces used to form the top layer are called ‘Tikeli’ — the word
tiklis means ‘patches’. The process is ongoing as the raw edges of the tikeli
are folded under and sewn as the quilt progresses. Those who wished could
decorate the corners of their quilt with ‘phula’ — meaning flowers- little fold-
ed pieces of fabric. Some chose to embellish their pieces with embroidery,
lace, buttons etc.

Lynne had provided a range of fabrics for us to work with along the theme of
‘A Summer Garden’ but this is an excellent way of using up scraps from your
‘stash’.

If you or someone you know would maybe like to start a new hobby and to

join our group or would just like to find out a bit more about us then please
pay us a visit - look at our website: https://northkentembroiderers.co.uk/

or email us at: info@northkentembroiderers.co.uk or ]
contact our Chairman, Eileen on 01474 324734
Happy stitching, Karen All photos with permission.

E.
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Consilio

Partnershlp

/V
Garden DeS|gn gardens tailored ‘{o ) your needs
Landscaping - fulllandscaping sefvice
Garden Maintenance - regular visits to one off tidy-ups

Consilio offer a comprehensive range of
garden services through our team of fully
quallfled & experienced -professionals.

"‘%-»
Landscapmg Services include:
driveways-patios-fencing-decking-
water features-planting-turfing-etc.

Please contact us with your enquiry or ask a member of staff

01474 247 Q77
311 381858

enq@consiliopartnership.com
www.consiliopartnership.com
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COBHAM & LUDDESDOWN W.I.

i
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1
! We launched our new 2026/27 programme on July Ist with one of our '
:favourite events — our annual Strawberry Tea, which is one of the two X
1 events each year hosted by our committee members. Delicious English !
| strawberries and cream were served with some langues de chat (French 1
. . y . 1
 biscuits), Jean Horgan’s famous fresh cream meringues and home-made I
1 scones with jam and cream. \
! Jill Beety produced a strawberry quiz, which invited us all to come up with '
1as many words as possible of five letters and no plurals, from the word |
1 ‘strawberries’. It is surprising just how many there are. !
: :
| There is no meeting in August, although our ‘groups’ will continue to meet
1 at various venues. Our next monthly meeting will be on Wednesday 2nd \
l September when Derek March will be coming along to talk to us about ‘The |
| Story of English Cheeses’ (with samples!). !
| 1
- . . . I

| We welcome visitors to our meetings, for which there is a charge of £3, I
! which includes refreshments, so if there are any ladies out there who want |
! to join our very friendly group, we are sure you will have a great time. Who '
! knows, perhaps after one or two visits you might even want to join us per- |
1 manently and have a chance to join one of our groups (art, craft, ‘Knitand !
' Natter’, ‘Read and Rabbit’, Needlework, Crochet and Lunch Club) as well. 1
. . . 1

| For further information contact our secretary, Jenny Brooker — mobile I
107860 545326 or email: cobhamluddesdown@wkfwi.org.uk \
1

Sunday Afternoon Club

3.00pm on some Sunday Afternoons in the

St John’s Centre Meopham: Songs and Stories,
Prayers and Games, Activities and Food!

For Children up to agel2 and their adults.
For further info visit stjohnsmeopham.co.uk
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“‘ DOG GROOMING‘.'

LOCATION: Cobham, Kent, near Jeskyns Park

PHONE: 07807093929
EMAIL: primroseandpaws@gmail.com

0 Facebook: Primrose and Paws n Instagram: pandpdoggrooming
Dog Grooming

STEPHEN P GAY

Yt |
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CREATING & &

LOVING MEMORY:

LASTING 4%

NEVER FORGOTTEN
FOREVERIN
OURHEARTS, " :

SPECIAL IN MONUMEN
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JOHN GREEN
DECOR LTD

1

ALL ASPECTS OF PAINTING
AND DECORATING
INCLUDING WALLPAPER
HANGING, PAINT
EFFECTS AND SPRAYING

cd) ik REe

ey

MEDWAY METALS LTD
Buyers of all scrap

metal & car batteries

QUICK PAYMENT
01634 297423

UNIT 6 SHAMEL PARK, MEDWAY CENTRE EST.

COMMISSIONERS ROAD, STROOD
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The Lion Book of ‘\\

Minute

Animal Stories

Baby Change - Navigating the Mess!

By Anne Calver, SPCK £11.99

This book is about navigating (with Jesus) the
changes that hit you when you bring a child into
the western world. - | thought having a baby
would complete me. | was wrong. | believed I'd be
a great parent and a natural 'mum’. | wasn't. |
thought I'd know what to do. | didn’t.

This book helps you make wise decisions over
your children. It addresses the challenges of
parenthood — for instance, should you return to
work? Anne uses examples from her own struggle,
together with biblical insights and other people’s
experiences, to help you know you are

not alone.

The Lion Book of Five-Minute Animal
Stories By John Goodwin, SPCK, £9.99

The best lessons come wrapped in the best sto-
ries. And The Lion Book of Five-Minute Animal
Stories brings ten timeless tales from around the
world to life with humour, heart, and unforgetta-
ble animal characters children will adore. Each
story teaches valuable lessons about friendship,
kindness, courage, honesty, and discovering your
unique talents. All delivered with the perfect

" dose of fun!

Every Pilgrim's Guide to Walking to Santi-
ago de Compostela

By Peter Muller, Angel Fernandez de
Aranguiz & Laurie Dennett, Canterbury
Press, £12.99

Every year, some 200,000 people set out on the
world's most famous pilgrimage route - 'the
Camino', designated a World Heritage Site in
1993. Actually it is a network of paths, with nu-
merous starting places in France and throughout
Europe, and all routes converge to lead along
Spain's northern coast to Santiago de Composte-
la. Here the shrine of St James, the patron saint
of pilgrimage, was discovered in the 9th century.
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All Seasons Garden Maintenance

Local and reliable service
Grass and Hedge cutting, Border Maintenance, Pruning
Pressure washing,
Full public liability insurance
References available from existing customers
Contact John - Home: 01322 423063 (Based in Gravesend)

Mobile: 07951 429175 Email: boaz26@live.co.uk

APEX PEST CONTROL
Mole catching, Wasp nests, Rodents

24/7 service

Cobham
arquees

AtTENTively Yours...

Here to provide you with a fully personalised service

Catering for garden parties, corporate and sporting events
High specification - best quality equipment used

Site survey and no obligation quotation

Freephone 0800 389 8298
Office 01474 815150 Mobile 07766 681151
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Tree Surgery
Garden Design
Fencing & Gares

Tel: 07775 971380
Email: robinhunt1@ hotmail.co.uk

Cobham
Gardeners'

' Society

Meetings & Shows at the Meadow Room in Dickensian Cobham, Kent
SatNav DA123BZ Registered Charity No 228007

o .

Wednesday 14th October 2026 - 7pm
Behind The Scenes At Kew Gardens
By Dr John Hughes

As a member of the RHS Tender Ornamental Plant Group, our Speaker John Hughes has had access to
areas not normally visited by the general public. Amongst other things, he has promised to show us
the work going on behind the scenes to keep the Davies Alpine House looking presentable through-
out the year and the work involved in restoring the Temperate Glasshouse, including photos taken by
a Kew staff member specially for the talk. He also promises to show some of the wonderful plants
grown in the nursery areas which are not open to the public

Members free - non members £3

f‘ Sharing a love of gardening ... locally
<

Contact us cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk




Harvel House Cafée

Ice Cream Parlour
Pizza & Grill
Sweet Shop

www.harvelhousefarm.co.uk

Harvel House, Harvel Lane, Harvel Rd, Meopham
Gravesend, DA13 0DH

f HarvelHouseFarmShop harvelfarmshop ‘ 01474 814433
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'your friends and family. As the long days and sunny weather

! continue it is so much fun to visit the lovely seaside and coun-
! tryside. | enjoy trips out in the car to different places, some-
:times | even take my little tent with me so | can keep cool and
! have a little snooze in its shade!

1
1 Have a lovely, safe summer.
1

: Love and Licks Paddy

Can the mice find their way to the Seaside?
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Need a Plumber?

Your local plumber is

Graham Hickson

Reliable, prompt and reasonable prices

20% discount on labour with this magazine

Graham Hickson

07968 551 562 g.hickson@btinternet.com

VAT Sole Free Trader

Based nCobham
o Bitioh Will Whiters

07942999019
It/ /www butishwillwriters.com

ADVERTISING RATES IN THE MAGAZINE

Page Size | Year & months | month Dimensions (mm)

Wills & Trusts
Powers o1 Attorey

Totally Coniidential

Friendly and Professional
Free Consultafion

Vs page £60 £36 £13 W:65 H:90
Y2 page £105  £56 £18 W:135 H:90
Full page  £195  £100 £34 W:135 H:185

cobandlud.office@btinternet.com
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John the Baptist

We remember John the Baptist. By all accounts, he had a rough life. He
grew up in obscurity, lived in the desert on a diet of bugs. He wore itchy
camel hair. He worked in the heat of the sun, constantly challenging people,
and wading in and out of muddy Jordan waters to baptise many. Then he
was arrested and kept in a reeking, infested dungeon until one day they cut
his head off. Not much comfort in that life. Yet the Bible tells us that of all
the people in history, no one has even been born who was as great as him.
Why? Because of the unique calling God gave him, which was to prepare
the way for the coming ministry of his Son, Jesus. Jesus did not have an easy
life, either.

John Baptist Rough Obscurity Desert Bugs Camel Heat Sun

Challenge Muddy Jordan Arrested Dungeon Head Cut History

Great Unique prepare
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TWO WOMEN EVENTS

Present:

The Alter Eagles

THURSDAY 17th SEPTEMBER 2026

St Mary Magdalene Church Cobham, Kent
7pm for 7:30 start
Tickets £26.50 online
Book on www.twowowenevents.com
Fully Licensed Bar on site
Contact: info@twowomenevents.com
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram :)
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