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PARISH of COBHAM with LUDDESDOWNE and DODE
Priest-in-Charge — The Rev’d Canon Alyson Davie

Phone no. 01474-812068 email:- alyson@stjohnsmeopham.co.uk

(Rest Day: Friday)

Associate Priest — The Rev’d Pam Davies

For Wedding, Baptism and Funeral enquiries and all other enquiries please
contact Pam.

The Vicarage, Battle Street, Cobham, Kent. DA12 3DB

Phone no 01474-394515 email:- rev.pamdavies@sky.com (NB new number)
(Current work days are Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday)
Pastoral assistant- Janet Weaver, 36 Highview, Vigo Village, DAI3 ORR
(01732) 823936

Church Safeguarding Officer - Hilary Savage - (01634) 723027
Church Office Phone no. 01474 813495

Church Officers of St. Mary Magdalene, Cobham

Lay Chair Hilary Savage

Churchwarden Hilary Savage (01634) 723027
PCC Secretary Ron Chamberlain (01474) 814250
Treasurer Jeffrey Julie-Rusz 07946 249021
Deanery Synod Hilary Savage

Church Officers St Peter and St. Paul, Luddesdowne
Lay Chair Sue Campbell

Treasurer Janet Weaver (01732) 823936
Parochial Church Council Members

Cobham Luddesdowne

Peter Balanck Diana Bampton

Ron Chamberlain Jill Beety

David Palmer Sue Campbell

Lynn Ruddock Janet Weaver

SUBMISSIONS Cobham and Luddesdowne News is a community
magazine produced by and for the residents of Cobham, Sole Street and
Luddesdowne.
Please send material for inclusion by the 15th of the month
preceding publication to editorialcln@gmail.com

Cover photograph Adrian Whiteing—Primroses in Cobham
Church Yard.

Printed by Wested Logistics Limited 01474 361615
sales@westedpress.com
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March
2025

My dear friends,

You will imagine the mixed emotions with which | write these words as |
prepare to retire and leave Cobham, Luddesdowne, Meopham and
Nurstead after just two years as Associate Minister. It has simply been the
greatest privilege of my life to serve such a wonderful community. If it was
possible | would still be wanting to continue my ministry with you all, but
the Church of England rules mean | must retire on my 70" birthday. Many
of you have allowed me to journey with you in moments of great joy as
well as deep sorrow. You asked me to become part of your journeying, and
you are now part of mine.

My final service is on the 16 March at Cobham church at 10.30am fol-
lowed by refreshments at the Meadow rooms. It would be lovely to say
thank you and good bye to people personally.

In conclusion, thank you for your friendship, your enthusiasm, your com-
mitment, your faith and your kindness. | will pray for you as you continue
your Christian journey, both individually and collectively.

| would normally end any service | take with a blessing, so | will end with
one of my favourites:-

The Lord bless you and keep you:

The Lord make his face to shine upon you

and be gracious unto you;

The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.
With love and may God be with you
Rev Pam x

Please note the cancellation of the Tuesday Question and Answer sessions

during lent, which had been mentioned in the February edition of the maga-
zine.



BOOK REVIEW

s Wild Bright Hope - Reflections on Faith
The Big Church Read Lent Book 2025,
SPCK, £11.99

This heartening book on hope will galvanise
readers into looking at the world and the chal-
lenges we're facing in a new way. It gathers to-
gether a range of lively, up-and-coming writers
who write passionately about what gives them
hope.

Wild Bright Hope urges us to also to consider
g how we ourselves might play a full part in bring-

\szn BOOK 2025 (‘
% S5 Sl N ing in the kingdom of God.

In Quietness & Trust - Lent devotions
from the beatitudes By Matt Searles,
10Publishing, £6.99

Early in His ministry, Jesus gave His followers
a description of how He wants His people to
live. Rather than seeking to ascend to God,
Christian discipleship is a downward flourish-
ing; a counter-cultural way of blessing.

These 40 devotions, with a daily reading and
short reflection, will guide you through the
beatitudes Jesus gave in the Sermon on the
Mount. This Easter, join Jesus on His path to
the cross, and see that His way — though so
different to the way of the world — leads to
freedom, joy, and life.




SOLE STREET WI

In March Sole Street WI members will be looking forward to the West
Kent Federation of WIs Annual General Meeting which this year will be
held for the first time in Gravesend at the Woodville Hall on 19th March.
Our President, Yvonne, is attending as Delegate and will vote on the annual
resolutions. Other members of our Committee (see photograph below)
are attending but in a non-voting capacity or observers.

The Craft Group sessions are following a series of 12 children's books to
make accompanying finger puppets of the characters in the stories, so far
featuring large goldfish and an exceptionally pretty pink mouse. There is
novelty in the scheme - to encourage reading of the children’s books and
sale of the puppets.

We have raised our target donation towards the new curtains for the reno-
vated St Mary’s Church Room where we hope to be able to hold our meet-
ing on Tuesday 25th March at 7.30pm. Aptly our speaker will be

Derek March who is going to introduce us to “The Story of English Coun-
try Cheeses”.

Weekly Tuesday Walks continue with our hardy WI members tailoring
walks to suit members’ abilities.

For further information on this and all our activities, please contact Yvonne
telephone 01474 813455 Molly Isaacs
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Girlguiding Brown Ies

ISt

Cobham Brownies
(Tuesday evenings during term time only at The Meadow
Rooms, Cobham)

At Brownies, we welcome all girls from 7 to 10 years old for
non-stop fun, learning and adventure. Brownies get to explore their cre-
ative side, get out into the great outdoors, and start to learn to look
after themselves, others and the world we live in.

Please email Wendy Ostridge (wendy.minister@googlemail.com) if you
would like more information about |** Cobham Brownies or register

your interest through the Girlguiding website at
www.girlguiding.org.uk/joinus/ and selecting |** Cobham Brownies.

We look forward to meeting new members for our new term.

e I R e

Luddesdown & District Rights of Way Group.

We are a small friendly group that usually walks from The Cock Inn, Henley
Street, Luddesdown, Gravesend DAI3 0XB, at | lam on Wednesdays. We
walk at a gentle pace for some 90 minutes in beautiful countryside. Occa-
sionally we lead weekend walks.

With four Socials a year in Luddesdown Village Hall and a twice yearly
Newsletter, we would be delighted if you joined us for a walk or two.
Becoming a member costs £7 per person a year.

Please contact Walks Co-ordinator Janet Ferguson, preferably by

email janetferguson@hotmail.fr . lan Sheridan, Acting Chairman,
07951 927 517
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St Mary’s Church Room
Update March 2025

Possibly my last update was a little too positive and you will be aware that
the refurbishment at The St Mary’s Church Room was not completed by
the end of January. However, ground work has progressed with the new
concrete ramps being set down and the interior virtually finished.

A hand over date of 28" February has been arranged with the contractors
and it will be necessary to collect the furniture from storage before the
hall can be used. Hopefully, the regular users will be able to return to The
Church Room in March.

At their recent meeting, the Cobham PCC discussed some of the adminis-
trative aspect of the re-opening and have agreed an initial hire charge of
£9 an hour for local regular users and £12 an hour general rate. There will
be some restrictions for general hire and details of these will be available
in a few weeks. The Cobham PCC has authorised a specific SMCR Task
Group (a working group of the PCC) to oversee the day to day running of
the building.

The PCC will continue to have overall management responsibility.
However, user groups and other interested parties may put forward the
names of interested individuals for co-option onto this task group. We are
particularly interested in hearing from anyone who might be willing to take
on the duties of Bookings Officer.

Details of an Open Day will follow next month.

Ron Chamberlain. PCC Secretary.

Meopham Thursday Fellowship.

We look forward to welcoming our former Curate, Canon Katrina Barnes
to our meeting on 27" March. In the St. John's Centre, Meopham at
2.00.p.m. She will speak on,

'Women in the New Testament.'

We will of course be in Lent by then and this will be very appropriate.
You are all welcome and there will be Tea.




Advertisement

Complete W Law

Complete Family Law Ltd is a modern and
innovative law firm based in north Kent. We can
offer appointments at our offices, via remote
methods including Zoom or telephone, with home
visits also available.

With our friendly team of expert Solicitors
and Legal Executives,
Complete Family Law can assist with:

- Divorce
*Wills and Probate

*Financial Applications

* Children Issues and Applications
*Disputes between unmarried couples
*Family Law Act Applications (Injunctions)
- Disputes within the wider family
‘Lasting Powers of Attorney

0330 223 2016 (Brasted & Cobham)
0330 223 2018 (Otford)

info@completefamilylawltd.co.uk
www.completefamilylawltd.co.uk

I ) =
%" Family

Law Advanced

8




Cobham

Gardeners”’
Society

N\ -
At last, this month the clocks “Spring” forward one hour and we will hopefully
begin to feel like Winter is finally coming to an end. If Spring is inspiring you to
start growing your own fruit and veg or to want to improve the design of your ex-
isting plot, then our March talk “The Kitchen Garden” by Steve Edney could be for
you. This month we also have our Spring Show and Plant Sale! So, it really is all go
in the garden!

Woednesday |2th March at 6.30pm for 7pm in the Meadow Room

"The Kitchen Garden" by Steve Edney

Kitchen gardens or potagers as they are called in France conjure up images of wildly
romantic spaces which are both beautiful yet functional. Steve’s talk will cover a
beginner’s guide to, good design, planting and variety choices plus handy tips to get
the best from your fruit, veg and herbs. (see p.17)

Spring Show & Plant Sale
Saturday 29* March at 2:00pm to 3.30pm in the Meadow Room
This is Gardeners’ first Show of the year. The show features Gardening Tips, Adult
& Junior Show Categories, Flowers, Vegetables, Preserves & Photographic entries.
Tea, coffee & home-made cake is on sale. There’s Free Entry for Members & Non
-Members. For information email cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk
You can buy Membership of Cobham Gardeners at any time. You can apply for
membership at the talks or via email cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk It is only a modest
£10 for the year — money you get back from free entry into all Gardeners’ expert
speaker talks and massive savings of up to 50% on quality plants at local garden cen-
tres.
Here are the RHS Top 10 Jobs for March.
Spring arrives, usually by mid-March and more frequent sunny days provide the op-
portunity for an increasing range of gardening tasks.
It's time to get busy preparing seed beds, sowing seed, cutting back winter shrubs
and generally tidying up around the garden.
|. Protect new spring shoots from slugs
Plant shallots, onion sets and early potatoes
Plant summer-flowering bulbs
Lift and divide overgrown clumps of perennials
Top dress containers with fresh compost
Mow the lawn on dry days (if needed)
. Cut back Cornus (dogwood) and Salix (willow) grown for colourful winter
stems
8. Hoe and mulch weeds to keep them under control early
9. Start feeding fish and using the pond fountain; remove pond heaters
10. Prune bush and climbing roses
Find more advice on the RHS website https://www.rhs.org.uk/

9
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Prestige Property Maintenance
Old fashioned standards of customer service and a
high quality craftsman finish to all work undertaken

¢ Repairs and renovations, internal and external

* Painting, decorating and tiling

¢ Shelving and cuphoards made to measure

¢ Furniture and fitted kitchen repairs and restorations
¢ Gardening, fencing, paths and patios

No job too small - References available on request

Contact Kevin by telephone or email to arrange a visit to discuss your requirements

Telephone: 07765 405641 Email: prestigemaintenance@outlook.com

THE MEADOW ROOM THE TUESDAY

COBHAM POP-IN
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
Hire rates start at £36.50 for a
session

Meetings are held at the Leather

) Bottle on the second

full details Tuesday of the month from 10.30

till 12 noon; all are welcome to
join us for a relaxed

Contact us or visit the website for

Discount for parish residents

For bookings, call chat and coffee.
07460242304 Next pop-in Tues | 1th March
Or email

bookings@meadowroom.org.uk
CONTACT: MARY PALMER—
www.meadowroom.org.uk

Registered Charity No 228007 01474816788
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Luddesdowne Church Register

Funeral

Christopher Richard RONS was born on the 3™ September 1939 and died
on the 26™ November 2024 at the age of 85 years. The service took place
on the 7" January 2025 in Luddesdowne church followed by Thames View
Crematorium. The service was conducted by our Priest-in-Charge The
Rev’d Canon Alyson DAVIE. Our condolences and prayers go to
Christopher’s wife Elizabeth, daughter Emma, son lan and their family and
friends.

Wedding

Jack Lewis BIRD and Shannen Myra Bernadette TURNER were married in
Luddesdowne church on the 25" January 2025. The service was conducted
by our Associate Priest The Rev’d Pam DAVIES.

Funeral not from church register

Adrian Leonard THOMPSON (known as Len) was born on the 13 Sep-
tember 1947 and died on the 22™ December 2024 at the age of 77 years.
The service took place on the 31* January 2025 at Medway Crematorium.
The service was conducted by Robin DESMOND a Multi-faith Minister.
We also remember Len’s wife Lindsey who passed away on the

23" February 2024 at the age of 69 years. Our condolences and prayers
go to Len’s daughters Lucy and Francesca and their family and friends.

11
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Lewis Solomon g

1

Funeral Service S

The oldest independently owned and family run
funeral directors in Gravesend and surrounding towns

Especially for the first time, any time of the day or night vou can talk to us
We will attend to evervthing, we can provide for all of vour requirements
We have a private chapel of rest and can provide a fleet of Hearses and
Limousines to compliment a dignified occasion

19 DARNLEY ROAD, GRAVESEND, KENT, DA11 ORZ

24 howr personal service
parking available on site O 1 474 3 5 22 6 1

bespake funeral plans
Email: officefcilewissolomon.co.uk
www.lewissolomon.co.uk

®
GULLANDS

SOLICITORS

Agricultural and Farming Law Commercial Property
Farm Sales and Purchases Construction Law
Conveyancing Landlord and Tenant
Divorce and Family Dispute Resolution
Employment Law Company and Commercial Law
Wills, Estates and Tax Planning Health & Safety Prosecutions
Accident Claims Business Defence
’ Medical Negligence Licensing
Criminal Law Notarial Services

Road Traffic Offences  jnfo@gullands.com www.gullands.com

Whitehall Place | 47 The Terrace | Gravesend | Kent | DA12 2DL | 01474 887688
16 Mill Street | Maidstone | Kent | MEIS5 6XT | 01622 689700
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BELL RINGING by Peter Hartley

Following the death of Nigel Pagram we rang the double method of
Grandsire on Sunday morning 9™ February in memory of our fellow
ringer. The Cobham bells were also heard in a recording at Nigel’s
Funeral Service two days later at the Thames View Crematorium.

Born in Gravesend in 1948 Nigel learnt to ring at Shorne. When Nigel
and Sue were arranging their wedding with the Reverend Arthur Beety in
2005 Arthur said he would see if there could be enough ringers for the
bells to be rung. Nigel promised to join the Cobham ringers if the bells
were rung for their wedding. We did ring and Nigel, true to his word, did
become a valued member of our band of ringers and also our steeple
keeper.

Nigel loved ringing the tenor bell and as well as Service ringing he rang 17
quarter peals of doubles methods. Once, while Nigel and Sue were visiting
relatives in New Zealand he took the opportunity to ring at Wellington
Cathedral. Such is the welcoming worldwide fraternity of bell ringers. We
miss you Nigel.

Can you help? The Cobham bell ringers need a piece of wool rich carpet
about 34 inches (85 cm.) square. Our bell ropes are a fixed length but our
ringers vary in height and those that are not so tall need to stand on a
wooden box. We need to recover one of our boxes with carpet to stop
the rope rubbing and wearing. Ropes are made of hemp which is a natural
fibre and unfortunately a synthetic carpet will wear the rope faster than a
softer wool one. If you have a spare piece of carpet we would be most
grateful.

Please contact me (01474-814488) if you can help us Cobham ringers.

NIGEL PAGRAM
Nigel Pagram born 27 November 1948 sadly passed away, following a
lengthy illness, on 7 January 2025. A long-time resident of the parish,
a keen golfer and an active member of Cobham bell ringers he will be
sadly missed.

Nigel's family and friends attended a celebration of his life on
Tuesday | Ith February at Thames View Crematorium.

Our thoughts are with his wife Sue and all the family.
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CAPABLE

— CLEANERS —

Professional Domestic Cleaning
Services

Are you a busy mum?
Working long hours?
Just need extra help?
Give us a call for reliable
DBS checked staff and

fully insured service!
07545 455742
sophie@capablecleaners.co.uk

www.capablecleaners.co.uk

British O
Acupuncture
Council Member

LUDDESDOWN
VILLAGE HALL

The hire charges are as follows:
from £40 per session (please visit

our website for full details)
Concessions for
parishioners

and members of

LUDDESDOWN SOCIETY

For bookings and enquiries please
contact:
Colin Dickens 07460 242304 or

email lvhbooking@gmail.com



mailto:lvhbooking@gmail.com

Forthcoming TWO Women events

20" March — Kiki Dee and
Carmello Luggeri
24™ April - China Crisis
15" May - Oasish
12th June Fil Straughan
TWSM? 6th November Fleetwood Bac

27th November Totally Blondie

Gravesham Choral Society presents
Brahms
A German Requiem

in the London version for piano duet

Saturday 29th March at 7.30pm
St George’s Church, Gravesend DAI | ODG
Conducted by Francesca Massey
Tickets and more information about the concert

from www.graveshamcs.co.uk

£15 adults (£16 on the door)

£5 under 18’s and students (£6 on the door)
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COBHAM & LUDDESDOWN W.I.

Those of us who had made a New Year’s resolution to get fit, had an op-
portunity to put it into action at our January meeting, when Vicky Bruce
came along to show us how to do Chair Exercises. Armed with a large bag
of yoga balls and resistance bands, she then proceeded to show us some
simple movements to loosen up and strengthen various muscles and joints.
Who would have thought that squeezing squidgy balls and stretching a bit of
rubber could be so enjoyable and so effective?

Our February meeting was a really jolly affair, when Jackie Simmonds, ac-
companied by her little Yorkie, Buster (who was very well behaved - most
of the time) gave a delightful and entertaining talk about her life as an origi-
nal London Palladium Tiller Girl. Still as slim and elegant as she was in her
youth, Jackie related her reminiscences, particularly of her appearances in
Sunday Night at the London Palladium (she was the one standing between
the two Ls on the revolving stage at the end of the programme) and of the
many stars that she had met from all over the world, such as Frank Sinatra
and Tom Jones Her favourite presenter on that show was Bruce Forsyth. By
her late twenties, she finished as a TV dancer and became an actress, work-
ing in costume dramas, in a series called ‘General Hospital’ and in ‘Secret
Army’. Now retired, she was still able to give one of the famous high kicks
and had a group of our ladies joining in one or two of the Tiller Girls’ dance
routines. It was probably more a case of ‘don’t call us, we’ll call you’ though!

Our various ‘groups’ continue to meet on a regular basis. The Craft Group
have been making origami pouches, chubby bottom purses and slow stitched
pictures; the ‘Knit and Natterers’ have been knitting items for the children
of Ukraine; the art group have been painting winter scenes and spring flow-
ers; the Needlework Group members have continued to decorate our once
very plain tablecloths; the ‘Read and Rabbit’ group has been reading “The
Keeper’ by Graham Norton and ‘The Remains of the Day’ by Kazuo Ishigu-
ro; and the Lunch Club are meeting once a month at various hostelries or
restaurants in the area.

Our next monthly WI meeting will be on Wednesday 5th March when Sue
Oaten will be coming along to demonstrate flower arranging.

We meet on the first Wednesday of the month from 2pm at the Meadow
Room, Cobham.  Visitors are always welcome
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Cobham
Gardeners'
Society

Meetings & Shows at the Meadow Room in Dickensian Cobham, Kent
SatNav DA123BZ Registered Charity No 228007

Q -
My

Wednesday 12th March 2025 - 7pm
The Kitchen Garden
By Steve Edney.

Kitchen gardens or potagers as they are called in France conjure up images of wildly
romantic spaces which are both beautiful yet functional.

Steve’s talk will cover a beginners guide to, good design, planting and variety choices
plus handy tips to get the best from your fruit, veg and herbs.

Steve has been perfecting his art for over 28 years, accolades include appointment to
the RHS Herbaceous Committee, the RHS plant trial forums, multiple RHS Gold medal
winner, plus he has appeared on tv several times including Gardeners world.

Members free - non members £3

f' Sharing a love of gardening ... locally
LS

Contact us cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk
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St John’s Meopham with St Mildred’s Nurstead

Church Services March 2025

Sunday 2" March

Weds 5% March

Sunday 9" March

Weds 12% March

Sunday 16" March

Weds 19" March

Sunday 23" March

Weds 26" March

Sunday 30" March

9.45am All Age Worship at St John’s
I'1.30am Holy Communion at St Mildred’s

10am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

9.45am Holy Communion at St John’s
I'1.30am Mattins at St Mildred’s
3pm Sunday Afternoon Club at St John’s Centre

|0am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

9.45am Morning Worship at St John’s
I'1.15am Churches Prayer Meeting at St John’s Centre

[0am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

9.45am Holy Communion at St John’s
I 1.30am Family Service at St Mildred’s

I0am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

Mothering Sunday

9.45am Morning Worship at St John’s
4pm Evensong at St Mildred’s
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Cobham, Luddesdowne and Sole Street Churches

Services during March

AL

Sunday 2™ March
10:30am Holy Communion, Cobham
12:30pm Flame service with Baptisms, Cobham

Ash Wednesday 5" March
7:30pm Holy Communion with Ashing, Cobham

Sunday 9" March
10:30am Family Service with Baptism Luddesdowne

Sunday 16" March
10:30am Holy Communion, Cobham

Sunday 23" March
10:30am Holy Communion, Luddesdowne

Sunday 30" March
10:30am Mothering Sunday Service, Cobham

Midweek services in Sole Street

St Mary’s Church Room, we hope!
contact 01474 814250 to confirm venue
9:30am 5% Holy Communion with Ashing

Informal Morning Prayer 12%, 19" and 26™ March
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Meetings & Shows at the Meadow Room in Dickensian Cobham, Kent
SatNav DA12 3BZ Registered Charity No 228007

Saturday 29th March 2025 - 2:00-3:30pm
Cobham Gardeners’ Society

Spring Show
& Plant Sale

Gardening Tips *Adult & Junior Show Categories
Flowers, Vegetables, Preserves & Photographic
Tea, coffee & home made cake on sale

Free Entry. Extra car parking Cobham Cricket Club

Sharing a love of gardening ... locally!

cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk

CHIROPODIST

HOME VISITING SERVICE

FOOT CARE AND ADVICE

IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME
HCPC registered chiropodist/podiatrist with over 20

years’ experience
Anna Mapp MSSCh MBChA
01474 812494 or 07977 465452

anna.mapp773@gmail.com
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/l '\)) HEDGE & FENCING

SPECIALIST

© ALL HEDGES AND SHRUBS TRIMMED, REDUCED AND REMOVED
& STUMP GRINDING SERVICE

© ALL STYLES OF FENCING SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

© SLEEPERS AND DECKING SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

& ALL STYLES OF GATES SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

TREE STUMP
MHL) REMOVAL
SERVICES

O FULLY INSURED
O REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER

© FREE ESTIMATES Q
CALL MATTHEW ON: OREMAIL #

07796 41 6607 mhlgurden.care@yuhoo.co.uk

OR 01732 822467
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CELLAR 6

SILVERHAND

DOOR

Experience the welcoming atmosphere of the Silverhand
Estate Cellar Door, where every visit reveals the unique
stories behind our exceptional wines.

Monday - Sunday
11:00 - 18:00

Friday
11:00 - 21:00

Silverhand Estate Cellar Door, Luddesdown Rd,
Luddesdown, Gravesend, DAI3 OXE

R +44(0)330 122 5290 silverhandestate § silverhandestate silverhandestate.com

THE YY) LION

u

)

new chef
NEW MENU

Restaurant Hours
Wednesday - Friday | 12-3PM | 6-10PM
Saturday - Sunday | 12-9PM

The Lion, Luddesdown Rd, Luddesdown,
Gravesend DAI3 OXE

BOOK NOW

Qe +44(003301225290  (O) thelionluddesdown § The Lion Luddesdown thelionluddesdown.com




PARISH COUNCIL INFORMATION

LUDDESDOWN PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS

Meetings will be held at 7.30pm on Monday

Annual Parish Meeting on |7th March 2025 and the
Annual Meeting on Monday |9th May 2025
All Meetings will be taking place at Luddesdown Village Hall.

http://Iwww.luddesdown-pc.gov.uk/community/luddesdown-
parish-council/

Cobham Parish Council Meetings 2025

All meetings will be held in the Meadow Rooms, Main Hall
until further notice. All meetings will start at 7.30pm
4™ March 2025

1¥  April 2025 — Annual Parish Assembly

I5* April 2025 — Annual Parish Meeting

13" May 2025

3" June 2025

[ July 2025

9" September 2025

7" October 2025

4" November 2025

2" December 2025 — Budget Meeting

http://www.cobham-kent-pc.gov.uk/

https://www.gravesham.gov.uk/
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'The I** South Street BBGA Company meets every Friday evening dur-
' ling term time 6pm-7.30pm at South Street Baptist Church, Wrotham Road, |
lMeopham DAI3 0Q) Boys & girls aged 5-18 years are warmly invited to,
|]0|n us for games, art, craft, cooking, Bible stories, nature, science activities |
1and also outdoor activities when weather permits. The weekly subscription '
1is £2 and the uniform is a navy blue polo shirt and sweatshirt with an em- !
' broidered logo. The end of term is on 4" April 2025. The young peoplel
:have opportunities for kayaking, canoeing and stand-up paddle boarding at.
lthe Boys Brigade Water Activities Centre in Tonbridge, as well as summer ,
.camps at the Honey Hill Boys Brigade Campsite in Maidstone. Please visit |
 www.BOYS-BRIGADE.org.uk for more information about the Boys'
| Brigade. South Street Baptist Church Sunday morning services at allI
! begin at 10.45am and finish about midday, with refreshments afterwards. |
IThe Mothering Day Service is on Sunday 30" March and everyone is very.
|we|come to join us. SONG TIME meets every Monday morning 9.45am- |
i | lam for families with babies and toddlers under five. The end of term WI||:
i be on Monday 31 March. There are plenty of toys, including a slide, soft !
1 shapes, ball pool, craft, construction toys, musical instruments, singing andl
:refreshments Family admission is £1.The Family Games Afternoon will
! be on Saturday |5" March 2pm-4pm, with table tennis, pool, indoor archery.

1and lots of board games including Scrabble. Free admission. '
[}

COBHAM TREE
SURGERY

IT Solutions Kent Ltd

All aspects of work undertaken

_ Tall & Dangerous Trees
ITSu pport Hedge trimming
. £5 million Public liability insurance
CCTV - Net\/\/orklﬂg Most waste organically recycled
Call for a free quotation:
0333 050 2446 07789261474

Stuart@cobhamtreesurgery.co.uk
Suppo rt@itsk.co.uk WWW.COBHAMTREESURGERY.CO.UK

KCC TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
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EE‘F"E North Kent Embroiderers
QE;;% Hello Everyone,
2=ME P Our ‘stitch and chat’ meeting last month

Ea

oL

EIREZE wasa great opportunity to get to know
each other and to see the wide range of embroidery
(and knitting) styles that our members produce. We
had two new visitors to our meeting which was very
encouraging, especially as one of them had brought
along an idea that she wanted help with, in order to
turn a photo into an embroidered cushion cover.
Several of us were able to give advice and sugges-
tions so that hopefully she went away armed with
enough thoughts to develop her design and get her
sewing.

Most of our members had brought something along to
work on. You can see some examples here. The top
picture shows a piece of goldwork, the second one is an
image being embroidered onto fabric that has a transfer
picture already printed on it and the third picture
shows a design being embroidered onto a lady’s top using a type of can-
vas that can be removed after stitching over it. The canvas is used as a
structure to sew over.

There was a buzz in the room as members chatted and walked round to
see what others were doing.

Sadly, we have recently lost two very elderly ladies, both of whom have
been longstanding members. One was in fact a founder member (in 1987)
of what used to be known as the North Kent Embroiderers’ Guild. To
celebrate the contribution these ladies had made to our group in their
lifetime, Sue W provided us with a delicious cream tea which we enjoyed
in their memory along with free tea and coffee!

The theme for this month’s postcards was ‘a needlework tool or sewing
kit’ — seven members took part - no picture here this time but you can
see the results on our website on the ‘projects’ page. There was also an
opportunity for a ‘show and tell’ with examples of hardanger, stumpwork,
quilting and needlelace all worked by our members.

If you would maybe like to start a new hobby and to join our group or
would just like to find out a bit more about us then please pay us a visit -
look at our website https://northkentembroiderers.co.uk/

or email us at: info@northkentembroiderers.co.uk

or contact Eileen on 01474 324734 Happy stitching, Karen
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Consilio

Partnership

/V
Garden Design - gardens tailored {o ) your needs
Landscaping - fulllandscaping sefvice
Garden Maintenance - regular visits to one off tidy-ups

Consilio offer a comprehensive range of
garden services through our team of fully
quallfled & experienced profesﬁ’onals

O

4
Lé‘ﬁdscapmg Services include:
driveways-patios-fencing-decking-
water features-planting-turfing-etc.

Please contact us with your enquiry or ask a member of staff

01474 247 Q77
O3 11 381858

enq@consiliopartnership.com
www.consiliopartnership.com
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To all who attended the Carol by Candlelight service at Luddesdowne
church on the 22" December 2024 it was an uplifting service and lovely to
see so many people attending, we hope you enjoyed it. Thank you also for
your donations. The collection came to £439.27 — half of this went to the
upkeep of the church, for which we give our grateful thanks and the other
half we sent to the charity Crisis a sum of £219.64.

Please find below the thank you letter from Cirisis.

Luddesdowne Parochial Church Council

36 Highview
\élg;)VBEND 50-52 Commercial Street
DA13 ORR London, E1 6LT
Tel: 0300 636 1967
enquiries@crisis.org.uk
crisis.org.uk
14 January 2025
Dear Supporter,

Thank you so much for your donation of £219.64. Thanks to your generosity, we can
continue to support people who do not have access to a safe and secure home to leave
homelessness behind for good.

Your kindness now will help us react to the ongoing cost of living crisis and support people
who are experiencing the devastating effects of homelessness. You're helping provide
one-to-one clinical psychologists and counselling, specialist coaching in housing, benefits
and work, and creative art programmes across the country. And you're supporting our work
on long-term solutions to ensure no one experiences homelessness.

Yours sincerely,
%Mukhmm

Ely Mukhwana
Supporter Services Manager

PSIf you'd like to find out more about our work throughout the
year, please visit wwow.crisis.orguk r _I
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Absolute DIY Services ]()HN GREEN
All aspects of DIY covered, from DEC ()R LTD

hanging a blind to a complete

room makeover, painting / l
decorating, flooring, flat pack
assembly, no job too small, and

all at

N ALL ASPECTS OF PAINTING
competitive AND DECORATING
prices. INCLUDING WALLPAPER

HANGING, PAINT
EFFECTS AND SPRAYING
Darren Lawrence wicd) (MR LA ST

Sole Street, =
07841 51 8255 f 01474 812853

Stephen P Gay MEDWAY METALS LTD
Memorials Inc.

Horlocks Buyers of all scrap

metal & car batteries

QUICK PAYMENT

<

SPECIALISTS IN MONUMENTAL 01634 297423
MASONRY
120 Old Road West
G ravesend UNIT 6 SHAMEL PARK, MEDWAY CENTRE EST.

COMMISSIONERS ROAD, STROOD

Kent, DAIIl OLR
Tel: 01474 321003

ME2 4HQ
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Sunday Afternoon Club

Programme to Easter

18 April: Good Friday
Family Activities, joining

with South Street
Baptist Church and Boys
Brigade

Meopham Library Writing Group

Meopham Library Writing Group meets again on Thursday 6™ March 2025
at 10am and the following meetings will be on 3™ April, I** May and 5" June.
There is a different writing theme such as “Wedding” every month, which
can be used as a starting point for a poem, short story or an article. There
is also a writing challenge, where a selection of words are chosen by the
group which have to be included in a short sentence, using as few words as
possible.

New members, whether beginners or more experienced writers, are always
very welcome and anyone who is interested in writing is warmly invited to
join our small, friendly group. Creative writing is a very enjoyable activity,
which can be used to record special family memories and can also be very
therapeutic for people who have been bereaved, or who are facing challeng-
ing times.

Please ring 01474 813379 for more information, or just turn up at Me-
opham Library on 6" March.
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All Seasons garden Maintenance

Local and reliable service
Grass and Hedge cutting, Border Maintenance, Pruning
Pressure washing,
Full public liability insurance
References available from existing customers
Contact John - Home: 01322 423063 (Based in Gravesend)

Mobile: 07951 429175 Email: boaz26@live.co.uk

APEX PEST CONTROL
Mole catching, Wasp nests, Rodents

24/7 service

Cobham
arquees

AtTENTively Yours...

Here to provide you with a fully personalised service

Catering for garden parties, corporate and sporting events
High specification - best quality equipment used

Site survey and no obligation quotation

Freephone 0800 389 8298
Office 01474 815150 Mobile 07766 681151
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- Robin

%: Hunter

Tree Surgery
Garden Design
Fencing & Gares

Tel: 07775 971380
Email: robinhunt1@ hotmail.co.uk

ce

™V ddmg hair available ort%est

i Hair extension by appoin (Tuesday only)

B/Late Evenings (Monday & Thqfsaays
£5OFF PERMS & COLOURING

o WITHTHIS ADVERT s
= =

p o

HAIR STYU"S"TS
Station Approach, Meopham, Kent -
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Harvel House Café
Ice Cream Parlour
Pizza & Grill

Sweet Shop
www.harvelhousefarm.co.uk

Harvel House, Harvel Lane, Harvel Rd, Meopham
Gravesend, DA13 0DH

f HarvelHouseFarmShop harvelfarmshop g 01474 814433
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Bible

ByhES

[A

short story from -the BLbLeJ

An

ert in the Law of Moses wanted

It can be read wn the Bible in

totest Jesus' knowledge of the laws in

Luke 10:25-37

l

the Blble, so he asked

cSUS a queSTion.

[fTeacher so what
must | do to get

What does ttsay tn the Bible?)

eternal ((fE7?

A
Love God witth all your
heart,soul, str;:anh and mwwnd, and
Love your neighbour as yourself.

But who counts
as a ‘neighbour?

So Jesus told a story — |
A man Was walking from
\ Jerusalem to Jericho

V —

B

He was attacked by robbers)( A priest was walking

Glho Left him for dead. c same way, and
cfv ‘g?tcr him a ng

X\ SEQr
( Oh, they a,r‘elﬁooo(

people,they'd help )
He fett sorry for the hab’frt

mahn, and cleaned an
bandaged his cuts.
14

cy sawthe hurt man
but they walked past

Then a man from Samarta
came that way..-.

< S

H A
Oh no! We hate them and
they hate us Jews! That

I bet its anordmnary

person who helps! nurt man is done for! What? No !
He put him on his donkey,)(So who was a real neighbour So go and do
took ham to an trin, and to the hurt man? theé same.

hem to stay.

\patd for
1%

Hello -It’s me again! Last year |
undertook ‘one to one’ training with
a professional to try and help me
learn how to come back when called,
be polite when leaving the house and
to stop pulling when going for a
walk. So this year | will be doing
some group training to help me be
more confident and polite around
other dogs. Now | have my regular
doggy friends of course and | love to
see them, but | am not always very
happy when saying
hello to dogs that | do
not know.

| am looking forward
to learning lots of new
things! I'll report back
next month. Paddy x

33



Need a Plumber?

Your local plumber is

Graham Hickson

Reliable, prompt and reasonable prices

20% discount on labour with this magazine

Graham Hickson

07968 551 562 g.hickson@btinternet.com

VAT Sole Free Trader

Based I Cobham
covering all kent

~ Buitioh Witl Witews

07942999010
hiipe//www btishwillwriters.com

ADVERTISING RATES IN THE MAGAZINE
Page Size | Year 6 months | month Dimensions (mm)

Wills & Trusts
Powers o1 Attomey

Totally Confidential

Friendly and Professional
Free Consultafion

Vs page  £60 £36 £13 W65 H:90
Vapage  £105  £56 £18 W:135 H:90
Fullpage £195  £100 £34 W:135 H: 185

Con act JI n g#lvc%aéeg on 01732 823936

tinternet.com
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Wordsearch for March

March brings us Lent and Mothering Sunday. Lent is a time of spiritual self-
assessment as we prepare for Easter. It is a time to turn to God, and to
grow closer to Him. Mothering Sunday reminds us of not only the mothers
that have loved and raised us, but of Mother Church, who has spiritually
loved and nurtured us throughout our Christian pilgrimage. How many
words can you find on these themes in this month’s Word Search?

Lent spiritual easter preparation fasting prayer desert selfdenial
repentance seeking finding growing mothers love care nurture
learning teaching disciples worldwide flowers thankyou nursing

family
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COBHAM CHOIR

Tom BETTLEY pirecTor
LAURA WEST & SOPHIE LJILLIAMSON S0PrANO

“ ORCHESTRAL _
Voices

WELL-KNOWN INSTRUMENTAL
MUSIC MASTERFULLY
REIMAGINED FOR CHOIR

SATURDAY 29™ MARCH, 4PM
CoBHAM CHURCH, DAI2

TICKETS £10 (UNDER 185 £3) INCLUDING INTERVAL REFRESHMENTS
FrRom COBHAM COMMUNITY STORES, oN 07926 677188
or AT WUWW.TICKETSOURCE.CO.UK/COBHAM-CHOIR
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