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PARISH of COBHAM with LUDDESDOWNE and DODE

Parishes currently in a vacancy

For all enquires, including Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals, please contact
Janet Weaver on 01732 823936 or Hilary Savage on 01634 723027.Please
leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as possible.

Pastoral assistant- Janet Weaver, 36 Highview, Vigo Village, DAI3 ORR
01732 823936

Church Safeguarding Officer - Hilary Savage - 01634 723027
Church Office Phone no. 01474 813495

Church Officers St. Mary Magdalene, Cobham

Lay Chair Hilary Savage 01634 723027

PCC Secretary Greg Atkinson

Churchwarden Hilary Savage

Treasurer Vacant

Deanery Synod Hilary Savage 01634 723027
Church Officers St Peter and St. Paul, Luddesdowne

Lay Chair Janet Weaver

PCC Secretary Greg Atkinson

Treasurer Janet Weaver 01732 823936

Parochial Church Council Members

Cobham Luddesdowne

Greg Atkinson Diana Bampton

Peter Balanck Jill Beety

Ron Chamberlain Sue Campbell

Lynn Ruddock Janet Weaver

SUBMISSIONS Cobham and Luddesdowne News is a community
magazine produced by and for the residents of Cobham, Sole Street and
Luddesdowne. - Please note new email address.
Please send material for inclusion by the 15th of the month
preceding publication to clnewseditorial@gmail.com

Cover photograph by Adrian Whiteing - Cobham Church
ready for the Remembrance Service

Printed by Wested Logistics Limited 01474 361615
sales@westedpress.com
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November
2026

‘In Flanders' fields the poppies blow between the crosses, row on row, that mark
our place: and in the sky the larks, still bravely singing, fly scarce heard amid the
guns below.”

This is the first verse of John McCrae’s poem, first published in Punch maga-
zine in 1915. It soon came to symbolise the sacrifice of all who died in
World War One. Today, the poppy remains an important symbol of all
those who have sacrificed their lives in conflicts over the years. But why do
we remember them?

‘They will beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war any-
more.” (Micah 4:3). Writing 700 years before Christ, Micah spoke at the time
when Samaria was captured due to the invasion of Assyria. However, he
prophesied a future of hope, a world where nations would come together in
peace rather than war. His words are fulfilled in the kingdom of God
established by Jesus.

Our understanding of peace is more than simply the absence of conflict. It is
about building relationships between people, communities and nations,
founded on love and justice for all. As we remember those who have died in
war, we should look practically at how we can build such relationships, be-
ginning with our own families, colleagues and neighbours. ‘We will walk in the
name of the Lord our God for ever and ever.” (Micah 4:5). Let us ask God’s Spir-
it to make us people of peace, justice and compassion for today’s world.

‘They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old: Age shall not weary them,
nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the morning we will
remember them.’

An Act of Remembrance will take place at the Cobham War Memorial
on the 8th of November at |0am




COBHAM CHOIR

ESTELLE ROUX oirecror  LAURA WEST soprano

CHRISTRAS CONCERTS

SATURDAY 12TH DECEMBER | TUESDAY 15TH DECEMBER
HPA 7P

COBHAM HALL COBHAM CHURCH
£15 (ADULTS) / £7 (UNDER 185) | £1250 (ADULTS) / £5 (UNDER 18S)

"A FANTASTIC START TO CHRISTMAS. WONDERF UL VOICES.
BEAUTIFUL HARP\ONIES.'
o

AVAY

TICKETS INCLUDING REFRESHMENTS

FROM COBHAM COMMUNITY STORES, ON 07926 677188
OR AT WWW.TICKETSOURCE.CO.UK/COBHAM-CHOIR




COBHAM’S CHRISTMAS
BAZAAR

We will be holding our annual Christmas Bazaar in
The Meadow Room on Saturday 28th November 2026
from 10.30am to [.30pm.

Come along and start to get ready for Christmas, we have Christmas
floral arrangements, cakes, preserves, plants, tombola,
raffle, bric-a-brac and much more.
Hold the date!

Book Review

It has been a pleasure to have reviewed a tome written by a local
author. Peter Balanck’s book, ‘Church of England Unpacked’
published by Vektor Publishing is available now from Amazon (£12).

Peter’s book is a brilliantly easy to use guide. It provides a brief history
of the Church of England along with explanations of how things work
today.

With my Church of England education, compulsory attendance at
Church and participation in the choir and after || years of editing this,
essentially Church led magazine. You would think I'd have a fair
knowledge of the ins and outs of the Church of England, however,
Peter’s book highlighted just how little | do know.

If you’ve ever been in Church and wondered why someone was wearing
a particular item of clothing or whether you should sit, stand or kneel
during worship, then wonder no more. The answers to these and many
other questions can be found in Peter’s book. If you are interested in
finding out more about the Church and its traditions you will find this
resource useful, everything is in alphabetical order and easy to use and |,
for one, will be keeping Peter’s book handy! Tina
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TWO WOMEN EVENTS

Present:

FLEETWOOD BAC

THURSDAY 12TH NOVEMBER 2026
St Mary Magdalene Church Cobham, Kent
7pm for 7:30 start

Tickets £29.50 online
Book on www.twowomenevents.com
Fully Licensed Bar
Contact: info(@twowomenevents.com
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram :)




Come along and join us for a heart-warming
soup lunch.
Soup, a Roll, Tea, Coffee and Homemade Cake included for
just £5 per person.

A warm welcome is awaiting you.

Come along every third Thursday of the month

@ from 12 noon to 2 pm %@

V.
SHEGRE ocal Funding Group
ST MARY’S ""‘ L I F d H G 4 2 4

COFFEE MORNING
ST MARY’S CHURCH ROOM
2ND THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH at 10.30am

Meet old Friends and make new Friends

THE TUESDAY POP IN

Meetings are held at the Leather Bottle on the second

Tuesday of the month from 10.30 till 12 noon;
all are welcome to join us for a relaxed chat and coffee.
Next pop-in 10th November.

CONTACT: MARY PALMER—01474816788




Gompiete VZ Law

Complete Family Law is a modern and innovative law firm
based in Brasted. We can offer appointments at our office,
via remote methods including Zoom/telephone, with home

visits also available in Cobham and surrounding areas by

prior appointment.

With our friendly team of expert Solicitors and Legal
Executives, Complete Family Law can assist with:
* Divorce
* Wills and Probate
* Financial Applications
e Children Issues and Applications
* Disputes between unmarried couples

» Family Law Act Applications (Injunctions)

* Disputes within the wider family

o Lasting Powers of Attorney

All enquiries welcome on 0330 223 2016

info@completefamilylawltd.co.uk
www.completefamilylawltd.co.uk
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LEARN MORE Use a solicitor.
CAMPAIGN SUPPORTER
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Thursday Fellowship.

We are delighted to be welcoming back Canon Gordon Oliver
to our November Fellowship meeting.

Canon Oliver preceded the Rev’d Alyson Davie as the Rector
of Meopham. He will be giving a talk called 'Four Windows.'

Do come and discover what it is all about at St John’s Centre,
Meopham on 26™ November at 2.00.p.m.

There will be tea to follow and, as always, a very warm
welcome.

ST MARY’S

CHURCH ROOM

CHRISTMAS WREATH WORKSHOP
This popular event will be led by Sue Arnott on
Tuesday |* December at The Meadow Room, Cobham
from 10.00 am — 2.00 pm
Tickets are £30 which includes all necessary mechanics, foliage

and decorations, You will need to bring a cloth to work

on, kitchen scissors and knife and your lunch.

Please book with

Sue Arnott: 07783 285105 or Su Rowe 07557 990944

MONDAY CLUB—Sole Street

1 The Monday Club meets every week at St Mary’s Church Room, Manor

1 Road, Sole Street, Cobham from [.30pm to 3.30pm. It is a small club for the
| retired and semi- retired. We have a very varied programme of

| Speakers, Choirs etc with Social Afternoons — tea, biscuits games etc.

1 We also arrange outings to places of interest and afternoon teas.

[}
1 New Members are made very welcome.
1




PRESTIGE PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE %
Landscaping and Gardening
Contact Kevin 07598540589

prestigemaintenance@outlook.com

We can provide either a general gardening service
with regular visits or a seasonal helping hand

We build, repair, paint, refurbish, trim, cut down, dig out or plant:

Hedges, fences & gates - sheds old & new
Patios, paths & decking — Trees, shrubs & borders

Get in touch for a no obligation discussion of your garden

THE MEADOW ROOM

COBHAM St Mary's Church
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE Room

Contact us or visit the website for
full details Sole Street
www.meadowroom.org.uk

Recently refurbished and
Hire rates start from £36.00 for a 3.5 .
hour session. fully accessible.

Phone number 01474814879 . .
Email - Now Available for hire

meadowroombookings@gmail.com £12.00 per hour for local
residents /£15 for
everyone else.
Registered Charity No 228007 For further details contact
Lynn Ruddock
07928 700490

Discount for parish residents
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North Kent Embroiderers
Our last meeting was a fascinating talk by Cressida Williams who is the Ar-
chives and Library Manager at Canterbury Cathedral. She told us about the
textile collections many of which are centuries old. We learnt about the
collection of seal bags which dates back to the 9™ 10" and | I centuries.
These were small pockets made to protect medieval wax seals and the col-
lection is the most important one in the country. Cressida told us about the
Opus Anglicanum embroidery used to decorate both ecclesiastical and secu-
lar clothing, hangings and other textiles. This exceptionally fine, luxury em-
broidery was done using silver gilt thread on linen and silk velvet and formed
a significant export to the Continent particularly from the late 12" to mid-
|4 centuries.

One very interesting piece on display is a replica of the
‘jupon’- a jacket commissioned in 1376 by Edward the
Black Prince to hang above his tomb. It is quilted and
| made with red and blue velvet with a yellow silk lining.
The collection at Canterbury contains many ecclesiasti-
cal garments; copes, amise (collars), chasubles, slippers,
, ,g:ﬁ buskins (stockings), mitres, many of which are highly
“~ decorated with rich embroidery, usually done by wom-
en and usually anonymous. At Canterbury these ladies today are known as
The Holy Stitchers.
Cressida explained that the policy used with regards to display and use is
that items which are precious and designed to be used, should be used for as
long as possible, rather than hidden away to protect them, however, she did
say that it would have taken the agreement of three committees to be able
to bring any examples to our meeting!
Our latest banner project fits in well with this talk. It is widely thought that
the Bayeux Tapestry was stitched by women at Canterbury Cathedral. Our
group has chosen to make an addition to our ban-
ner to celebrate the loan of the Bayeux Tapestry
to the British Museum. Several of our members
have agreed to stitch a small panel depicting a tiny
section of the embroidery.
How we do it is up to us, although we are aiming
to keep to the original colour scheme. The finished
pieces will be sewn together to make a hanging.
Watch this space to see how the project progresses!
If you or someone you know would maybe like to start a new hobby and to
join our group or would just like to find out a bit more about us then please
pay us a visit - look at our website:
or email us at: info@northkentembroiderers.co.uk or contact ErELE
our Chairman, Eileen on 01474 324734 .
Happy stitching, Karen

B
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Lewis Solomon
Funcral Service

The oldest independently owned and family run
funeral directors in Gravesend and surrounding towns

Especially for the first time, any time of the day or night vou can talk to us
We will attend to everyvthing, we can provide for all of vour requirements
We have a private chapel of rest and can provide a fleet of Hearses and
Limousines to compliment a dignified occasion

19 DARNLEY ROAD, GRAVESEND, KENT, DA11 ORZ
24 hour personal sevvice
ﬂgﬁ;*fﬂjﬁﬁﬂ 01474 352261
Email: officefcilewissolomon.co.uk
www.lewissolomon.co.uk

n @kmjacupuncture

y ACUs, ACUPUNCTURE
%@ P ELECTRO-ACUPUNCTURE
\ . CUPPING
g = GUA SHA

- Ee)
M www.kmjacupuncture.com
V & kate@kmjacupuncture.com
@@ UN @1\3@' 01474 612 057

Station Approach, Wrotham Road,
Meopham, DA13 OHP

A modern approach to health using '
ncient wisdom and healin -
a C e Sdo a d ea g Q Couzcil Member

Sciatica General fatigue Muscle aches & pains
Allergies Menopausal symptoms Anxiety & Depression
Insomnia Musculoskeletal problems Fertility & IVF support
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Both Cobham and Luddesdowne held Harvest Festivals this autumn and
the fresh produce was sent to the Elenor Hospice. A total of 71.6 kg of
dried and tinned goods were donated to the West Kingsdown
Community Larder.

In addition, a cheque for £249 was sent to Water Aid from

Cobham Church and a cheque for £220.00 was sent to TEAR Fund from
Luddesdowne Church. Very many thanks to everyone who gave so
generously.

Hilary Savage, Churchwarden, Cobham

Dates for your Diary
The dates for the Cobham Parish Council meetings are:
Tuesday 3rd November St Mary's Church Room at 7.30pm
Tuesday |st December Meadow Rooms at 7.30pm

The date for the next Luddesdown Parish Council
meeting is:

Monday 7th December. Luddesdown Village Hall

All meetings start at 7.30pm

Cats and teenagers

Neither teenagers nor cats turn their heads when you call them by name.

| Cats rarely deign to walk with you when outside, and the same is true of
! teenagers.

1

! Cats and teenagers can lie on the living-room sofa for hours on end with-
1 out moving, barely breathing.

1

| Cats have nine lives. Teenagers live as if they did.

1
1 Cats and teenagers are known to creep home at all hours
 of the night. Neither will tell you where they've been.




Remembering Leonard Cohen - poet and singer

Ten years ago, on 7% November 2016, Leonard Cohen, Canadian folk/soft
rock singer, songwriter and poet died.

He was born into a well-off Jewish family in Montreal that was said to claim
direct descent from Aaron — the name Cohen meaning priest. Bob Dylan
once observed that Cohen wrote songs that were really prayers.

Before he was a singer Cohen was a poet and a novelist. Two collections —
Let Us Compare Mythologies in 1956 and Spice-Box of Earth in 196 |- brought
him acclaim as a poet, and this was enhanced by two novels, The Favourite
Game and Beautiful Losers, in the early 1960s.

He had already moved to the Greek island of Hydra in 1960, where he met
the Norwegian Marianne lhlen, who became his muse. Later he was the long
-time companion — though not husband — of Suzanne Elrod, who he met in a
lift in Manhattan in 1968. They had two children: Adam, also a singer-
songwriter, and Lorca, a photographer. Somewhat confusingly, Cohen’s
early song Suzanne, on his 1967 debut album, The Songs of Leonard Cohen,
referred to a different woman, the wife of a friend.

Though some people mysteriously described his distinctive baritone voice as
“depressing”, many others found his performances and his songs magical,
compelling and full of spiritual and physical depth. Songs like Hallelujah and
You Want it Darker, with its use of the Hebrew word hineni (here | am), im-
plying total availability to God, meant much to practising Jews and
Christians.

Cohen spent seven years in a Buddhist monastery in the 1990s, and after-
wards lost much of his life savings through financial betrayal by his former
manager. Following that, at the age of 7| he embarked on a global tour that
was a massive success. He was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
in 2008, and two years later was honoured with a lifetime achievement
Grammy.




BELL RINGING by Peter Hartley

After a hot summer, in a golden September at our first Wednesday evening
ringing practice of the month we were joined by the Reverend Father Dar-
ren Moore, ringing friend and Anglican Parish Priest (a rare personage in
North Kent) from the North. He was visiting family and also enjoying some
ringing. He certainly helped our practice and for Saturday had plans for 4
quarter peals (each of 45 minutes ringing) at Cliffe, High Halstow, Hoo St.
Werburgh and St. Margaret’s, Rochester.

Yarm is Darren’s parish, now in Cleveland and formerly in the North Riding
of Yorkshire. In Yarm a revolution began. Five gentlemen met with a plan to
build the Stockton to Darlington railway. The line opened 201 years ago and
since then trains have circled the globe.

Then on Monday, with Neil Jones Captain of the Rochester Cathedral ring-
ers as our conductor, we rang a quarter peal. With Martha Hyde in the
band we rang to wish her happiness and success at Southampton University.
Martha achieved her first quarter peal. The University has a ringing society
and the city four ringing towers.

Being on duty in the church for a period on Ride and Stride Saturday | hap-
pened to meet the young lady whose mother and a fellow cyclist were so
tragically killed in Sole Street in an accident the previous Sunday. She and
her many friends lit candles and had some quiet. Our special church is open
every day of the year thanks to a key holders rota arranged by Mary Palmer.
The open church is there each day for everybody for every need.

We rang next day for the Sunday service and for the mother and fellow cy-
clist and all those who mourn.

September then included a ringing day and so to Harvest Festival. How land
use has changed. Here was wheat, hops, apples, cherries, and strawberries.
Now transport (ever wider and busier A2 and HSI),

recreation (Jeskyns), apples and grapes. Once again mar-
vellously Michele Jackson, with the support of Jean ;
Pickering, decorated the church. Unchangingly the harvest |}
hymns were sung and the bells rang out across the land.

15



Meopham Library Writing Group

Meopham Library Writing Group meets again on Thursday 5%
November 2026 at 10am.

Afterwards, we shall be celebrating our 17" Anniversary by having lunch
at a local restaurant.

Each month there is a writing challenge and a writing theme, such as “The
Meal”, which can be used as a starting point for a short story, poem or an
article. Creative writing is a very enjoyable activity which can also be used
to record special family memories as well as being helpful for anyone fac-
ing difficult times. If you are interested in writing, you are very welcome
to join us. Future meetings will be held on 3™ December, 7" January and
4™ February.

Please ring 01474 813379 for more information.

I** South Street Boys Brigade and Girls Association Company
The I South Street Boys Brigade and Girls Association Company meets
every Friday evening from 6pm-7.30pm during term time, for boys and girls
aged 5-18 years, at South Street Baptist Church, Wrotham Road, Me-
opham, DA13 0QJ (next to Hope Hill. New members are very welcome to
join us for games, craft and Bible stories.

Please ring 01474 815039 or 01474 813379 for more information or visit
www.southstreetbaptist.org.uk and www.BOYS-BRIGADE.org.uk

SONG TIME meets every Monday morning 9.45am-| lam during term time
for babies, toddlers and children under five with their carers.

COFFEE, CAKE and GAMES Thursday 12* November 10.30am-12.30pm.
Free admission.

ADULT CHRISTMAS CRAFT NIGHT Wednesday 25" November 7pm-
9pm. £15 each adult.

Please visit our website and book a place.

South Street Baptist Church Sunday services begin at 10.45am.

All are welcome to join us.
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Feedback Fatigue

Whene’er we place an order

For goods or merry tune,
There’s one thing to be sure of —
The questions follow soon!

How did you like your purchase?
From one to five — please score!
How easy were your searches?
Will you return once more?

Or will you recommend us

To family or friend?

The questions that they send us
They never seem to end!

For feedback they are thirsting
“For quality”, they say.

With questions they are bursting!
They pour in every day!

Our time is cast asunder -
“Five minutes it will take!”

But then we have to wonder —
What difference will it make?

For what is really galling
Despite their questionnaires;
Their service? Still appalling!
For no-one really cares!

By Nigel Beeton

Luddesdown & District Rights of
Way Group.
We are a small friendly group that
usually walks from The Cock Inn,
Henley Street, Luddesdown, Graves-
end DAI13 0XB, at | lam on
Wednesdays. We walk at a gentle
pace for some 90 minutes in beauti-
ful countryside. Occasionally we lead
weekend walks.
With four Socials a year in Luddes-
down Village Hall and a twice yearly
Newsletter, we would be delighted if
you joined us for a walk or two.
Becoming a member costs £7 per
person a year. Please contact Walks
Co-ordinator Janet Ferguson, prefer-
ably at janetferguson@hotmail fr .
lan Sheridan, 07951 927 517

LUDDESDOWN
VILLAGE HALL

The hire charges are as follows:
from £40 per session (please visit

our website for full details)
Concessions for
parishioners

and members of

LUDDESDOWN SOCIETY

For bookings and enquiries please
contact:
Colin Dickens 07460 242304 or

email lvhbooking@gmail.com

17
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St John’s Meopham with St Mildred’s
Nurstead Church Services for November 2026

REMEMBRANCE

Sunday 1** November
9.45am Morning Worship at St John’s

I 1.30am Holy Communion at St Mildred’s

Sunday 8 November
10.30am Remembrance Sunday at St John’s

No [1.30am Mattins at St Mildred’s
3pm Sunday Afternoon Club at St John’s

Wednesday | 1™ November
10.50am Silence and Prayers at Meopham War Memorial

Sunday 15" November
9.45am Holy Communion

Sunday 22" November
9.45am Morning Worship St John’s

[ 1.30am Family Service at St Mildred.

Advent Sunday 29" November
10.30am Holy Communion at Luddesdowne for all four churches.

Please note that the services are correct at the time of going to print, but please
check the Churches’ websites for any possible changes.

For Cobham and Luddesdowne https.//www.cobham-luddesdowne.org/
For Meopham and Nurstead https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9875/

18
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Cobham, Luddesdowne and Sole Street
Church Services during November 2026

Sunday |** November

10:30am Holy Communion, Luddesdowne

Sunday 8" November (Remembrance Sunday)

10:00am Act of Remembrance, at Cobham War Memorial
10:30am Remembrance Service, Cobham

Wednesday | [*" November (Armistice Day)

10:45am Armistice Day Service, Luddesdowne
Sunday 15" November
10:30am Holy Communion (BCP), Luddesdowne

Sunday 22™ November

10:30am Holy Communion, Cobham

Sunday 29" November

10:30am Holy Communion, Luddesdowne
(All four Parishes)

Midweek services in Sole Street

St Mary’s Church Room, Informal Morning Prayer
9:30am — 4™, 11, 18" and 25" November

Please note that the services are correct at the time of going to print, but please check
the Churches’ websites for any possible changes.

For Cobham and Luddesdowne https://www.cobham-luddesdowne.org/

For Meopham and Nurstead https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9875/
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/l '\)) HEDGE & FENCING

SPECIALIST

& ALL HEDGES AND SHRUBS TRIMMED, REDUCED AND REMOVED

& STUMP GRINDING SERVICE

© ALL STYLES OF FENCING SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED
© SLEEPERS AND DECKING SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED
& ALL STYLES OF GATES SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

TREE STUMP
REMOVAL
SERVICES

© REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER

O FREE ESTIMATES Q
CALL MATTHEW ON: OR EMAIL: #

07796 41 6607 mhlgurden.eure@yuhoo.eo.uk

OR 01732 822467
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- Luddesdown Society S

PARTY

Saturday 12th Dec
2pm
Luddesdown Village Hall

Free drink on arrival
Buffet, Games, Music
Plus a visit from Father Christmas!
£2 per child, £5 per adult
card payment accepted

RSVP: dickens_ 90@hotmail.com




The Lion
POP UP PU

PIZZA NOW SERVED
6 DAYS A WEEK

TUESDAY -SUNDAY'
12PM - 8:30PM

The Lion, Luddesdown Rd,
Luddesdown, Gravesend, DAI3 OXE

R, +44(0)330122 5290 thelionluddesdown  § The Lion Luddesdown thelionluddesdown.com

The Lion
POP UP PUB

OPENING HOURS
Monday - Tuesday
12:00PM - 11:00PM
Friday - Saturday
12:00PM - 11:00PM
Wednesday - Thursday
12:00PM - 9:00PM

Sunday

12:00PM - 9:00PM

The Lion, Luddesdown Rd,
Luddesdown, Gravesend, DAI3 OXE

R +44 (0330 122 5290 thelionluddesdown  § The Lion Luddesdown  thelionluddesdown.com

22




. l.'§mncwomeu ~ 7
AKES, COFFEE &
CHRISTMAS %

¥ 4 : _ a@}nrcsl;ly 7ih Novem‘bg

b
== <

-

St Marys C

“Everyone welcome - pop in for a tea, coffee & pick up a bargain,”

Dates for your diary:
Tuesday 24th November 7.30pm at St. Marys Church Room
Can-Can, High Kicks & Frilly Knickers~ Martin Heard

Tuesday 8th December ~ Christmas Lunch at St. Mary’s Church
Room. Details & times to follow at the next meeting

For further information about all our events/activities please email:
solestreet@wkfi.org.uk Jayne Holden
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WentWarth

PLUMBING & HEATING

07904 103484

info@wentworthplumbing-heating.co.uk

¢ Plumbing

¢ Heating

¢ Gas & LPG.

¢ Installation, Repair and servicing.

e Based locally in Sole Street, Cobham.

CHIROPODIST

HOME VISITING SERVICE
FOOT CARE AND ADVICE

IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

HCPC registered chiropodist/podiatrist with over 20
years’ experience
Anna Mapp MSSCh MBChA
01474 812494 or 07977 465452
anna.mapp773@gmail.com

24




Cobham

B 1 “/ Gardeners'
>\\ A Society

On Wednesday 2™ December 2026 at 7 pm we hold our AGM, Annual
Prize Giving and Christmas Get Together. So, if you are thinking of taking up
membership why not come along see what we are about, celebrate the
achievements of our worthy cup & trophy winners — with a glass or two of
Christmas Cheer! Membership is only £10 for the year which includes free
entry to our talks, non-members pay £3, discount at local nurseries, savings
on our annual seed order and 2 for | entry to RHS Gardens. For full details
of how to join email cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk

November

Winter is on its way but there is still plenty to do in the garden.

Leaves are falling rapidly, and wind and rain are on the increase. Tender
plants will need protecting from frost, gales and freezing rains. Move plants
into the greenhouse, or into a sheltered spot, but if you can't, it is worth
wrapping plants or pots in situ. Remember winter can be a tough time for

birds in terms of water and food, so keep supplies well topped up.

RHS - Top jobs this month

I. Clear up fallen leaves - especially from lawns, ponds and beds
Raise containers onto pot feet to prevent waterlogging

Plant tulip bulbs for a spring display next year

Prune roses to prevent wind-rock

Plant out winter bedding

Cover brassicas with netting if pigeons are a problem

Insulate outdoor containers from frost - bubble wrap works well

© N o Uk WD

Stop winter moth damage to fruit trees using grease bands around the
trunks

9. Put out bird food to encourage winter birds into the garden
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National Tree Week = 21* to 29" November

It really is time to appreciate our trees.
Did you know:

That the UK has 123,000 ancient and veteran trees, and = g
more ancient oak trees than the rest of Europe combined? R

PR
Or that trees help us feel better? Studies have found that exposure to for-
ests generally reduces our mental and physical stress, anxiety, and depres-
sion.

Or that 95% of land carbon in the UK is stored in soil, and trees help put it
there? When wood and leaves fall, their carbon gets stored in the soil.

Or that hedgerows alongside our roads can reduce air pollution exposure
by up to 63%!?

No wonder that each year the Tree Council and its partners bring togeth-
er the conservation sector, volunteers and tree-lovers to mark the start of
the annual tree planting season. Together, they plant thousands of trees
and hedgerows, to celebrate these “magnificent mainstays” of our land-
scape. And we need more trees. Sadly, only 13% of the UK’s total land area
is covered in trees. That's compared to an average of 46% in Europe. In
England, the figure is just 10%.

On the plus side, there are more than 80 community tree nurseries in the

UK, growing an estimated 250,000 trees a year, often from locally collected
seed, and which are given away or sold at minimal cost.

Sunday Afternoon Club

3.00pm on some Sunday Afternoons in the

St John’s Centre Meopham: Songs and Stories,
Prayers and Games, Activities and Food!

For Children up to agel2 and their adults.
For further info visit stjohnsmeopham.co.uk

26



COBHAM AMATEUR DRAMATIC SOCIETY

Presents a Murder Mystery Evening with a cold platter
and dessert included.

“Who killed the Caretaker’ by Chris Martin
Performances November 18",19%,20" and 21 at 8pm

The Meadow Room, The Street, Cobham Kent DAI2 3BZ
Come on your own or with others and sit on a table of 6 to 8 to
discover the clues and find the murderers and win a prize.
Any wine, beer etc to be purchased from the Bar at a more than
reasonable price,

The Bar will be open from 7.30 pm.

Tickets £15.00 Box office opens 19" October on 07985124487
Ample Free parking

Grandad was babysitting when he heard his little grand-daughter
muttering the alphabet over in hushed tones. "What are you doing?"
he asked her. "I'm praying," she replied. "I can't think of the right
words so | just say all the letters. God will put them together for me
‘cos He knows what I'm thinking."

The vicar's alternative to traditional after-
service coffee was having a dramatic effect
on male church attendance
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CAPABLE

— CLEANERS —

Professional Domestic Clean-
ing Services

T

DOG GROOMING
\.. ..'
» ¢

LOCATION: Cobham, Kent, near Jeskyns Park

Are you a busy mum?
Working long hours?
Just need extra help?
Give us a call for reliable
DBS checked staff and

fully insured service!
07545 455742
sophie@capablecleaners.co.uk

PHONE: 07807093929
EMAIL: primroseandpaws@gmail.com

0 Facebook: Primrose and Paws @ Instagram: pandpdoggrooming

e www.capablecleaners.co.uk
Dog Grooming

STEPHE/N P GAY
. | MEDWAY METALS LTD
CREATING &

LASTING & » | Buyers of all scrap

ALWAYS LOVED
NEVER FORGOTTEN
FOREVERIN ¢ ¢ & ¢
OURHEARTS &

“

metal & car batteries

QUICK PAYMENT
01634 297423

UNIT 6 SHAMEL PARK, MEDWAY CENTRE EST.

(3] COMMISSIONERS ROAD, STROOD ME2 4HQ
\2/ 01474 321003

TRADITIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP + PERSONAL SERVICE + LASTING QUALITY
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COBHAM & LUDDESDOWN W.I.

Our members always look forward to our October meeting and this year’s
was no exception. Most of them enjoyed a ploughman’s lunch and some
delicious apple crumble. Following the meal, the afternoon meeting gave us
all the chance to use our crafting skills as we turned two squares of paper,
a wooden bead and a couple of cardboard discs, together with some paper
folding, a bit of felt pen decoration and some glueing, into creating a delight-
ful choirboy Christmas tree decoration, courtesy of Anne Latcham, whose
idea it was and who supplied the materials and instructions.

Afterwards, we got our heads together to answer some tricky questions in
a quiz. Here is an example: in which twelve letter food item does the letter
A appear as every other letter?

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 4th November. This is our annual
Autumn Show, when our members have an opportunity to display the art
and craft items that they have been working on over the past year, and per-
haps win one of the trophies for their work. The subject for the photo-
graph this year is “knobs and knockers”, which should produce some inter-
esting entries!

We always welcome new members to our friendly group of ladies. Our
meetings are on the first Wednesday afternoon of each month from 2pm
(except August). You can come along as a visitor for a couple of meetings
before you decide whether to join. Visitors are charged £3, which includes
refreshments.

Contact our secretary, Jenny for further information. (Mobile: 07860
545326 or email CobhamLuddesdown@wkfwi.org




All Seasons Garden Maintenance

Local and reliable service
Grass and Hedge cutting, Border Maintenance, Pruning
Pressure washing,
Full public liability insurance
References available from existing customers
Contact John - Home: 01322 423063 (Based in Gravesend)

Mobile: 07951 429175 Email: boaz26@live.co.uk

APEX PEST CONTROL
Mole catching, Wasp nests, Rodents

24/7 service

Cobham
arquees

AtTENTively Yours...

Here to provide you with a fully personalised service

Catering for garden parties, corporate and sporting events
High specification - best quality equipment used

Site survey and no obligation quotation

Freephone 0800 389 8298
Office 01474 815150 Mobile 07766 681151
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Robin

Hunter

Tree Surgery
Garden Design
Fencing & Gartes

Tel: 07775 971380
Email: robinhunt1@ hotmail.co.uk

’jﬁ‘ Luddesdown Society
A

% New Years Day
Walk

11am
Free Event
Luddesdown Village Hall
Mulled Wine on Arrival @ 10.30 (
Soup & Jacket Potato on return )%
ﬂ

Dogs Welcome
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Harvel House Cafée

Ice Cream Parlour
Pizza & Grill
Sweet Shop

www.harvelhousefarm.co.uk

Harvel House, Harvel Lane, Harvel Rd, Meopham
Gravesend, DA13 0DH

f HarvelHouseFarmShop harvelfarmshop ‘ 01474 814433
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It is getting a bit cooler now and as we walk through the falling leaves and
conkers, we know it will not be long before the
frost starts to form in the mornings and, who
knows, we may even have some snow!

| love my cosy bed and sometimes when it is
wet or cold out it is the place | want to stay.
However, to make sure my feet dry quickly
after my Autumn and Winter walks the editor
keeps the fur around my paws trimmed nice and
short, this also prevents lumps of snow or mud
clinging to the fur. You can buy dog boots, but |
am not sure | am a booty kind of dude.

There is plenty of information on the PDSA and RSPCA websites about
keeping pets warm and healthy during the cold weather.

Enjoy firework night, but keep yourself and your furry friends safe.

Love and Licks Paddy .
-
l-

33




Need a Plumber?

Your local plumber is

Graham Hickson

Reliable, prompt and reasonable prices

20% discount on labour with this magazine

Graham Hickson

07968 55| 562 ghickson@btintemet.com

Y AT Sole Free Trader

Based nCobham
o Bitioh Will Whiters

07942999019
It/ /www butishwillwriters.com

ADVERTISING RATES IN THE MAGAZINE

Page Size | Year & months | month Dimensions (mm)

Wills & Trusts
Powers o1 Attorey

Totally Coniidential

Friendly and Professional
Free Consultafion

Vs page £60 £36 £13 W:65 H:90
Y2 page £105  £56 £18 W:135 H:90
Full page  £195  £100 £34 W:135 H:185

cobandlud.office@btinternet.com
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In late 1914, WWI erupted across Northern France and Flanders. Great
swathes of previously green fields and forests were blasted and bombed,

leaving them bleak and barren, with seemingly every living thing destroyed.

But then in the Spring of 1915, something beautiful began to come out of all
the destruction. Tens of thousands of bright red Flanders poppies began to
put out tentative shoots across the endless vistas of mud. These resilient
little flowers had actually flourished in the middle of so much chaos and
destruction, because their seeds grow when exposed to sunlight, through

disturbances to soil.

Those endless fields of cheerful poppies, growing in the midst of such hor-
ror, were what inspired the Canadian doctor, Lieutenant Colonel John

McCrae, to write the now famous poem 'In Flanders Fields'.
World War France Flanders Green Fields Bombed Barren Bleak
Destroyed Spring Destruction Bright Red Poppies Mud Chaos

Seeds Grow Soil Cheerful Growing Horror Doctor poem
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TWO WOMEN EVENTS

Present:

ZZ TOPPD

THURSDAY 26th NOVEMBER 2026

St Mary Magdalene Church, Cobham KENT
7pm for 7:30 start
Tickets £24.75 online
Book on www.twowomenevents.com
Fully Licensed Bar onsite
Contact: info@twowomenevents.com
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram :)
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